T HE

SODOMITES
- Shame and Doom,

Laid before them with great Grief and Compaffion

* By a Mnifter of the

Church of England.

T is with Horror, Poorbeguiled Crea-
tures I'that T confider your dreadful Sin
and Shame :For of all the whale Herd
of tlic Tnclcan, ye are fome of the
B moft Noifome and Scandulous; infomuch
ghat it doss Violence to Cimiftion Modef?y,.
162, to Common Decency, to make mention
f'your odions and monfreus Sin.  For it isa
in againft the Laws and Inftinct of Nature,
d ye exceed the very Bzafts in. Flichinefs.
nd yet as annarurel 3s your Sin is, itis al-
Ways denble, and two Souls are thereby fink
it once into the very Borders of Heil.

For, what Iefs than this, can be the End of
pontinue: Deb, it and Depravation of
pour Nature, to viler Acts of Wickeduefs
rery Day than other, wiore and more aliena-
v from.the Life of Ged, and from his Grace
0d Fawour; whilft the Chains of your filthy.
feffs are allo more (traicly-rivered upon yeu
fcry Doy than other, thro' continual Tn-
hlgence of thofe fiirhy Lufis which War
Bainfi the Soul:  And yowr bafe Sin of this
ind will fo watte and deftroy all that is
ivtnoris and comely in you, that other Tmpi-
ics will be apt to be advanced to an unufinal
eight by it: as R—-by's prodigions Lufts led
i to aparalielld Blafphemics.

lithat yehad Eyes to fee your Sin,and fhame,

0] Danger: butl fear your Lufts have blind-
you to fuch a defperate Degree, that you
o:not difcern any thing of it { the {trongeft

atuations being ufially protuced by the

Sin of Uncleamnefs ) for otherwife you would
be full of Agony, Terror, and Afonflnent, to
confider your dreadful Cafe,

But if ye are blinded by.your smonflions Si7'l:,_

others. whofe Minds are lofs poiluted, cannor
-bur {tand amazed. to fee how widely you have
wandred from the Paths of Pizene, and how
deeply you are funk bencach the
Chriftian Parity. This admirable and divine,
Grace difdains a filthy. Thought ot Ides, and
wiil not allow an unchalt Ligfire or Look. And
thus that Noble and Angclick Creature, the
C HR 18TI N, being fanitied by the Holy-
Spirir of God, lives a molt fiweer and com-.
fortable Life, and poff:@ieshis Veffi] in Sausti-
Jfeation and Horour, and is exempted from the
Perturéctions and Pollutions of inor;

Luils,  And inftead of thef
Inelinations end Diforders, thi :
is Partaker of the Divine Natuve, and feels
his Soul more and mare enlarged towards.
God, morelike to him, and moj ¢ delighted in
Lis ways: His Rreaft i

His ¥
glowing with ccleitii Five, and he firres oo
the Garment fpazsed Ly the Fefly :
thas cle and fiteed up, a5 a
n0xr, he becomes meet to receive |y Portion
in the wndefled Kinzdom of God fur ever,
But ye, O Shamcful Creatures 1 are the
Rewerfeof all this. Yeur Sonls are as Sta
of Unclean Bealts, d.fled, defoimed, d-firoyed

d b
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by the molt execratle Atominations. Your
Minds are polluted by the filchict Laagins-
Fiozms.
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R R




{2)

$rons,-our Afftions captivated by the bafe(t
Objedts, and your Confcicnces walted by the
wmoft prodigious Sins. You delight in things
which the naftieft of Beatts abhor, and which
all that deferve the Name of ME N cannot
but -navfeate-to extremiry. And youfink
. daily deeper and deeper inro the Mire, and
bave tto-Mind or fteddy Refolution to try to
extricate your felves; forudeedthe Pivinto
which ye are'faln, is both decp and narrow,
( as Solomon deferibes i ) fo that, without
fome marvellus Work of God, ye are like to
-perifh in ivfor ever. And the like may be £id
of all the ways of Laftivioufnefs and Trnmode-
75 tho’ they advance not to thenomof® it
~of Debauchery in their kiud, yet they arc of a
debafing, defling end damnizz Nature.

And furcly very few of the damued will
‘have lefs ro fay for their Sin than you
- for "tisa Riddle to all virtuous Minds ro find

amy Temptation in yourodions Vice, that can
be likely to bow a Min down to (o meerural
a Pillany : For it cculd ot fill us with greater
Dildain, to fec a Man eating Humane Exere-
sanents with Dags, or the molt flinking Carrion
wiih Swine, than to confider your moft ab-
Lorred Sirand Shasue,

And this is the reafon why your hateful
Sin is feldom reproved in Samans or Books,
‘namely, becaufe the Fokes is fo fonl thar it
camuot be toucht witheur oftending the Com-
pany by the intolerable Stench of it.

Al poor Creatures! cheated of the-Glory
of Angelsand the Joys of-Heaven, by malicious
Fiends and nalty Lufts ; and the mighty Ad-
vantdge you ac prefent reap by it, isa moft
prodigious Naines which a very Goar or a

ill you indeed fell your Souls for
rwill you be able to bear
N ir-in another’ World ?
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Sin mook is Name from the accurfed
or Gl &obam, wholt enormons
denihen a prodigions.Deftruétion
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‘es are recorded
the Hoaour

there, mentioning fome ‘that were given ip
by God to & veprobate Mind, and to wile Af-
fedtions, being filled with all Unrightcoufnefs ;
infomuth that Men burncd wirh Luft onc toe
wards anather, &c. Ron. 1. 26, 27. And
wwhen th:y fank into thefe Abominaticns, their
'Empire declined as low zs their Pirtue, and
they foon came to utter :Ruwie,

And thus has it been from the Bcgi?‘ning
and fo will it be to the End of the World';
Whenever Men decline to the Paths of Fice,
they dig their own Graves, and pulh them.
felves upon the Verge of the Bottomlefs-pir,
To prevent which, this ’aper is charitably put
into your Hands ;" for, to your Shame, many
of yeur Names and Places of Abode are known’
and tho’ they are at prefent concealed, to fee
whether you will reformn ; fome way may be
taken to publith you to the World, that your
Seandloiss Gompany may be fhun'd by all thar
regard their Repuration, if ye perfiit in your
inhumane Filchinefs, For your Scandalogs
Haunts are allo known, and will (we hope)
be vifited by fuch as may bring “your Crimes
to jult Punifhment, .

And when ye fhall come to the Shame and
Punii}mlenc of the Gallows, which our Laws
have ju.tly appointed to your Sin: Willye
not be the mielt wrerched and the mofF un-
pitied of all Malefusfors ? For, to have any
confiderable tendernefs for .you, were to have
too little Regard to the Honour of Humane
Natyre: So that the’ your deareft Friends
may have fome Pity towards you, yer their
Indignation to your Sii cannot but give very
great Abarenients to their Compaffioi.

Thus do ye ftand, O ye Monflers of
Impurity, abhorred of the God that made you,
loathed by allhis Ghorons Angels, and ditdain'd
by all that deferve the Nume of Me.  We
cannot call you Brethren, cither as Chriftians
or as Men, for ye arc faln both from the
Priuciples of Grace and Nature, and fo are
tivice d:
ye are every day nearer to eveilafting Pen-
geanee, yeare daily heaping up Fewel again(t
that Day of Bk 5 and it will be buc a liccke
while ere it coie upon you wirhour Remedy,
cxeepe ye [peedily -and erfeétaally repent & of
“which there is no great likelihood, becanfe ye
have by yourmon(trons Lutts notoily war'd
againé your Souls, burhave fpoiled them of
whir Beanty, Strength, and Aimour,

o that it ever o grear a Blefling befal you,
as

% plucked wp by the Roots.  And as



45 any ferions Parpefes of Reformiation, ( with-

out which, you will_be andone for ever, )
you mu't fet to it with extraordinary Carey
Zenl, and Irduftry, or you can never ( in the
ordinary courfc of things ) arry your Point.

But with God all tirings are poffible, and
there is fufficient Grace and Merey for the
greatelt Siner thro’ our Bleffed Redecmer :
In which Hope, I pray you to obferve thefe
few Diredions in order to cternal Life.

I. Humble your felves in the Duft before
your offended God ; faying ( as Pfal. 73. 22.)
I bave been as 4 Beast befove thee, yea, wore
enormous than any Brutc Creature appears
to be. Oh! admire' God's Patience, and pro-
«voke him no more, left it be to your Confufion.

Ii. Pray to God continually to cnlighten
your Mind and purific your Heart by his Holy
Spiriz, that you ay admire and love hjs Laws,
and may hate every filfe way. This is the Ef2
fential part of your Cure, and all your other
Endeavours muit have an Eje to this, and be

‘fublervient to it.

III. Kecpaftri@ Guard upon youZhoughes
and luclinations.  Abftain-from all Idea s of
this Evormiity 3 and when any fich arife in
your Heart, lift up your Soul in Prayer or
Praife to God, or tofome good Meditation or
Excreife : remembring that to look back wifh-
fully toward &odom is to relapfe into the
way of Sizand Ruine.

V. Be fure to refiain from fuch Perfons
and Plices as have led you to former Detile-
ment. Do this, or you do nothing. For
whatever the Pretence be, the fame way
tends ftill to che fame End. And for this
reafon, you muft difcard all vain Books, fuch
as Play-Books, Romances, and Novels 5 and all
wnferious and debaucht Company ; becaufe
thefe tend to create an unchriftian Levity in
your Mind, and are apt to £ill you with luch
acrowd of idle and vain Speculazions as will
expolc you to fundry Temprationsand carnal
Impyffions.

V. Betake your (If ferioufly and avowed-
1y to Gods Holy Ordinances, to know and
experience his faving Grace and Impreffion upon
-your Soul, and to prefs afeer Spiritual Com-
manion with hine ~ And when once you heve
taited how gracious our Blefled Lord s, and
how pleafanc his ways, and how rapturous the
newly opened View and Protjpect of his King-
dom. You will hate your former ways as
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much as the Prodigal did his Swines.mear
when he had tafted the Pleafiires of his Fa.
thers Entertainment and Embraccs,

VI Labour to heightcn your Refolution for
God, and Indignation againtt Sin, to your
Life’s end. In order to which, load your
Sin frequently with its juft Aggravations in
your Meditations and Confeffions before God,
Bewail it mournfully and deeply, that you
indulged a Vice fo contrary to the Lighs of
Narare, aud to the Revelation of Gor's Wid,
and the #ows of Religion: A thing o de-
{lructive of God's Fear and Love : A Practice
which fo bemires, nfasnares, and defiroys the
Scul, and o jufMly deferves both temporal and
eternal Deatl,

’Tis certain, that both our Love to God,
and Hatred of Siu, orght to be advanced to
farther degrees to our dying Hour, For.
God isan ODject of . infmire Exeellency, our
Love and Effeers of him ought to be da
moreand more advanced ; and our Irdigna
againft crery thing that is contrary to God,
to be daily more and more Leightned,

And for this Reafon, Ail Faithful Lovers
of God will do all that lawfully they may to-
wards the Suppreffion of thole Pablick -
pieties which tend to the great Dilhonour of
God in the World:  And in particular, this
Sin of Sedemn can find no Quarter, except it
be amongft fuch asneither fove nor foar God -
for both the Laws of God and Mex have con.
demned it to Capiral Punifpment. And i
they will not otherwife be broken from their
filthy Pratices, all Lovers of God -and of
Virtue, yea, all that wifh well to their Country
and Pofterity, cannor but be diligenr ¢o
trace them out, and bring them to condign
Punifhment ; in order to prevent thefe heavy
Judgments of God, which may orherwife moft
jultly coufume both the Criminals and their
Connivers.

But becanfe their Repentancs is exceedingly
more defirable than their Beftruttion, this
Paper isin real Chriftian Charity put into
their Hands; to which, T pray God vouchfife
lis Blefling, for the Sake of our Lord and
Saviour Jefus Chrift, Amen.

Bz mot decetved, weither Fornicators, nor
Idolatcrs, wor Adultercys, wor Effsminate, now
bufers of themfelves with Mankind, fhalr
inberit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6, 9.
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