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LY.

APOLOGY

FOR THBLE

CLERGY

OF THE

Church of England.

My Lord,

FTER your Promife of an An~
{wer to the Reprefentation of the
Committee of the Lower Houfe
of Convocation, moft {ober Men
| .. cxpected, that your Lordfhip’s
Tntentions were o put an End to that un-
happy Controverfy. What your Lordfhip
had replied to Dr. Seape and others, was
thought a Treatment proper enough to pnvate
Perfons, who might not poflibly have all the
Right they imagin’d, of calling upon a Bithop
tor his Explanation; but when you came to
the Convocation, 1t was generally {fuppos’d that
a Doétrine taken up upon a particular Occa-
fion, (and that Occafion now no morc) wou’d
be then given up to be treated ar Difcretion.
Upon this Suppofition, moft People thought
indeed that you had acted a great and becoming
Part, and given the World 3 remarkable In-

A 2 ﬁa,na,
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ftance how gallantly you could malhtain
your Ground, at the {ame time that you were
meditating a Retrcat. But all thefe were but
the vain Surmifes of Perfons, it feems, unac-
quainted with your Lordthip’s Temper. You
are fo far from meditating a Retreat, fo far
“ fiom evading ov drawing back , that you find
yozifelf wnder drvefiftible Arquments to prefs for-
ward, to opeir and witfold your Doltrines more
widely, and inoie uiefervedly, thaw yon did before,
aid to do cvery thing that lies in your Power for
“ the Suppoit of a Canufe, whereon the Guofpel, the
““ Reformaticn, and the Church of England, aswell
“as the common Rights of Muitkind, do depeind.

<
«
«

44

By every thing that lies in your Power, your Lord-

fhip does not mean, I hope, (what Men of mo-
derate Capacities pretend to efpy upon the very
Surface of vour Doétrine, and Men of Specu-
lation extend much farther) diflolving all Order,

~and  deftroying all Authority, and fetting up a

State of Contufion amongft us. 1 for my Part,

- my Lord, judge no Man ; the trying the Heart,
and knowing its Intentions 1s the Work of God,

and to him I commit it. But I cannot but be
{forry that any fuch Umbrage for Cenfure fhould
be given, and concern’d to find a Perfon of yeur
Lordfhip’s great Learning and Ingenuity decry-
ing that in others, which every Day you male
{o much uvfe of yourfelf; and a Bithop of the
Church of Chrift, whofe Care it fhould be to
comfort, and encourage, and commend inferiour
Orders, only anxious left they meet with too
much Refpeét in the World ; and therefore wil-

ling to let the People fec how they are to weigh

out to them no more Reverence and Eficem than
is due, cantionfly, and minutely, and as it were
11 Gold Scales, by Grains and Scruples. You, my
f.ord,who have {o many Honours and Advan taggi

| aAnNnex ¢

L] . ll-
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snnen d to yvour high Station, the Converfation
of the Grear; and the Applavfes of the Lefs,
picnty of all outward Bleflings, and every thing
conducing to your Eafe and good Appearance in
the World, are feated above the reach of Scorn,
and may bid defiance to Contempt : But how
fhall we, who have not yet got beyond the
State of the Primitive Chriftians, but to this ve-
vy hour do both bunger aud thivft, and are naked, 1 Cor. &
aid are bufferted, and bave no certain Duwelling 11
place, how fhall we, in thefe Circumftances,
both bear the weight of our Misfortunes, and
bear up our Heads too againit the Tides of
Reproach and Scurrdlity, that are rolling in up-
on us? Next to the Affiftance of God, and
the Honour of being his Minifters, all otr Con-
fidence lay in our Learning, all our Reputation
,in the {uppofition of our better-improv'd Capa-
cities than others. This, my Lord, you have
bereavd us of at a very unfortunate Junure;
vou have ftript us naked, when we have molt
need of Armour, both on the right Hand and on
the left, and have taken, as it were, all the
[iles wherewith we weve to fhaipen owr Swords and , gupy, qa.
o Spears for detence out of the Camp of If-21,
rael, at the fame time that an Army of Phiif~
tines have {et the Battle in Array againft us.
And can your Lordfhip wonder that thege are
Men amongft us of Spirit enongh to refent it?
Can your Lordfhip-really think that the Right of
complaining lies on your Side, and that not you,
who made the Attack, but we, who endeavour
to repell it, are culpable. The confuting of
Frrors, and expofing of Dorines that are con-
mary to the Word of Truth, never was, nor
never can be a ftrange Method of Preaching, {o
long as {uch a Latitude 15 given to Men's Fan-
cies @ Religion ; but fuppolz it were, and the
| Licence

i
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Licence therein taken much greater and difor-

derly than it is, yet your Lordfhip well remem-

bers that there is no Remedy for it but Authori-

ty ;.and Authority  that keeps Meid's Tougues iz Si-

P. 286,  Jence and Subwmniflion, aind affiightens them iuto the

“ Luftaices of exteinal Subjection, s the Coufufion,

062 < you bwow, of Uncharitablenefs, of Hatred and Ma-

:: lfce,uzz;‘fd Reveure, and Tyraimny, ;?I.?-(i Qpprefﬁaﬂ,

and infupportable 1o ai Hoiweft and Chiiftiniz Miid ;

“ and -therefore it founds wery grofly, thar yeur

“ Lovdbip, who think you aft a ghrioss Pait, in

“ oppofing fuch Eivrmity, Thould call in the Re-

P.1a. “ verend the Bithops to your aid, and be willing,

Prefo for your own fake, to vetaiiz fuch an Authority, as

Vid Serm. Z ﬁa!l}_obl{%cj NMeir to fb:--ée{zr the Profelfion :zfzd ]?zzb-

p2r licatioir of what they belicve, let them believe it of

“zever fo gieat Tiportaice.  But alas! what good

can my Lords the Bifhops do you? they darc

ibid. not exercife an Authority “that devefls Fefuss

“ Chiift of his owin Empire in his Kingdom. You

have tied them up clofe from judging and cen-

{uring and “ zrampling upon other Meir's Confeiences,

and now that you would let them loofe to do 1t,

- they dare not come to your Refcue and Delive-

hid. rance, for fear of obltructing « Siucerity and coin-

“ mon Honeffy, and miftaking Stupidity and Sleep jor

Ter. 30. “ Peace, {o that there is none #o plead you: Caufe,,

13, 14 gf) your Lovers have forgosten you, they [feek you
j10L.

P. 6. “ The Debate, however, by this meais, my Lovd,

Prefe s yalen from the Bar of bumane Authority, aid

“ Lronght to that of Reafon and Scriptuie; the Appeal

45 made to the Fudgment of all, and every one

left at liberty to publifh his Thoughts in what

Ibid. manner he pleafes. © This is what no Chiiftiain or

“ Protefhitt can juftly and confiftently find fanlt with.”

And thercfore 1 make no doubt but that your

Lordthip will excufe me, if now I take Jeave of

You
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vou a little, and turn to the People, to {2t Dbe-
fore them, 1na true Light, {fome oﬁf your Lord-
{hip’s Dottrines, fuch efpecially, astall with_in the
Afpett of this Portion of Scripturc, which &
Lave purpolely made choice of, to give a “Irack to
my Thoughts in {o diffus’d a Subject.
[y which ave fome things bard to be undeiftood,  Dey, 3.
which they that are unlearied aind unfiuble wicft, as 16,
they do alfo the other Scriptures, to their owiz Deftric-
10,
The fome things bard to be undeiflood, which St.
peter here declares are formewhere to be met
with in St. Paul’s Epiftles, are {upposd by
moft Interpreters to be certain Paflages relating vige sz,
to the Dotrine of Faith, which fome Chri- Aug. 4
tians, in thofe carlieft Days of the Church, en- Fid: & 0-
deavour'd to pervert, the better to evade the ne- perious.
ceflity of a godly Life. St. Pazl’s Dottrine was ;
“That the firlt and chief Foundation whereon thc
Chriftian was to ground the hopes of his Salva-
tion, was Faith ; that this was the ancient Prin-
ciple that juftified the Patriarchs; for Abiaham g oy, 4.
believed in God, and it waz counted unto him for 5.
Righteoufuefs 5 and therefore, we conclude, {ays he,
that @ Man is juftified by Faith, without the Deeds of R o, .
the Law, and that a Man is not juflified by the Woiks -5,
of the Low, but by Faith in Fefus Chriff.  This Gal =
DoGrine the Vicious in thofe Days laid hold on, 16
and to give it a better turn to their Inclinations,
Faith they accounted a mere Belief in Chridt, and
the Works of the Law the Duties of Moral and
Evangelical Righteoufnefs; and thence they
concluded, that a clear Belief in Chrift and firm
Reliance on his Merits and Mediation wou'd 1~
title them to future Happinefs, without the
trouble of a virtwons Life, and the fad fatigue
of perfeéting Holinefs in the fear of the Lord :
quitc contrary to the Apoltle’s Senfe, who m
che
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the very {ame Flace where he declares, that 4e
iﬂm v Juft fhall live by Faith; he affirms likewife, thas
the Irath of God is veveal'd fiom Heaven avaiift all
Uigodlinefs and Uniighteonfirefs of Meiz, that hold the
Tiuth in Unrighteoufiefs,  Nothing certainly (next
to the Favour of God mn the Face ot Jefus
Chrift) 1s of more comfort to us than the Book
of Lite; the Holy Scriptures, wherein the Riches
of God’s Mercy, and Treafurcs of his Wildom
- arecompriz’d, are a Gitt of an ineflimable value; -
2 Tim. 3othey ave profirable for Dotlrine, for Repioof, for
B0-15  coirelion, for Iuffiuclion in Righteonfirefs; and to
make us all fizally wife wino Salvarion, it we will
but read and reverence them; and yet nothing
hath becen more grofly abus'd, more impioufly
prophan'd, merc bafely perverted from their
trie defign and meaning, than thele facred Wri-
tings have been i all Ages. In this humorous
and pragmatical Age ot ours, {o fruitful in
wild Opinions, {ome have boldly threwn oft the
Authority of Holy Wrir, as a cunningly devis'd
Fable, that has no other Founaation, but the
Invention of Politicians, and the eafy Faith of
Fools. Qthers, that deny not the Authority of
it, have neverthelels debas’d it much ; and m
the way of waunton Criticifm, deem'd it fo con~
fos’d in its Method, and inits Style {o flat and
unadorn’d, in many things fodark, fo imcohe->
rent, {o contradi(tory to itlelf, as to fink it be-
fow the rate of many humane Compofitions.
Some (that we arc pretty well acquainted with)
put their People off with little Extracts and
Manuals, and forbid them the godly Exercile of
reading the Scrirture, ‘or fear §hat the depth of
the Myfterivs contain’d therein fhould overfet
thzir Reafon (as they call it)" and aiftrat the
Church ; and in prejudice taken from this Abule,
others (that we are nearcr related tor have ran
n.o

-
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into the contrary Extreme, have broke down the
Fences of Order and Decency, made of the
Jieft of the People Stewards of the Myfteries of
Chrift, and committed the Preaching and Expofi-
tion of the Scriptures (from the conceit of their
Plainnefs and Perfpicuity) indifterently to all.
The Church of England has always wilely pur-
{ued the Middle Way. She thinks that the Holy vide p.
Scriptures are neither {o dark and unintelligible, to1.
as to be with-held from her Children for fear of
Danger; nor yvet fo plain and eafy, asto be
fubmitted to the Interpretation of every wanton
Fancy : She perceives that there are Shallows
wherein the youngelt Lambs may wade, and
Depths wherein the greateft Camels may {wim ;
and therefore fhe expedts, that the fgrorant thould
be apt to learin, and the Prieffs Lips to preforve
- Kuowledge. 'Tho’ fhe lays no mighty ftrels upon
humane Learning; yet fhe cannot but conceive,
that a competent Share thereof 1s no bad Afif~
tant to a right Expofition of the Scriptures.
Tho’ the makes no arrogant Claims to Infallibi-
lity ; yet for Peace and Ubities fake, fhe cannot
biit requir€’the Submiffion of private Judgments
to her mature Decifions; and tho' fhe utterly
difclaims the over-bearing influence of great Names,
and a blind adherence to meer Authority ; yet
fhe cannot but 1magine, that the Opinion of Re-
verend Fathers, the Decrees of general Councils,
and the long Continnance of her own Laws and
Canons, ought, 1n every Difpute, to be had in
{fome Force and Veneration amongft us. Of lafe
there are rifen up in our Church, and fome of
them Perlons of great Renown and facred Cha-
radter (I wifh we cou’d concealit) whos under
pretence of ftanding up for the common Rights
of Mankind, and deftroying, what they call, a
Spiritaal Ulurpation; areB deftroying, in truthi
al
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all Order and Uniformity amongft ug, introdu-
cing a Babel of licentious Contufion, and endca-
vouring to bring you, by the falfe Notion of
Sei-ufficiency, to a fettled contempt of thofe
that are fet over you in the Lord.

“ Believe it ino homger, {ay they (for thefe are the
?‘ot'able Words wherein they harangue you) lelicve
it longer, that there are any Rulers and Gover-

novs 1n the Chuich, whofe Perfons you ave to reve-
veice, and Determinations to acquiefce in.  Rulers
and Goveriois we kinow of noe, they are no move i
Scripture than Leadeis, and Guides, and Shepheids
under Chrift, who may divect you to proper Paftures,
if you think fit, but muft it expelt to treat you like
Sheep indeed.  You are of the fame Species with
themfelves, aid have Ejes and Underflandings as
well as they 5 you are to be led therefore, and not
driven s led to your owi true Happinefs, wot driveir
to Maiket, or to Slaughter 3 no, wnov to be fhorin aud
fleec’d, wheiever the Pleafure or Profit of thefe Shep-
" herds equive it,  They may pretend to a little move
“ Leqrning thair you perhaps, but what avails that ¢
““ T hings were biought toa fine pafs indeed,if the great
“ and importair Points of Chyriftianity co’'d ot be
“ judg’d of withous (what they call) Learning, iior
“were t0 be deterianed by Men’s own Capacities,
* but by the Decifiirs of others, who, upoi the whole,
“ ave lefs qualified fudges than any; forafmuch as
“ therr Learning and Philofophy is but the common Pa-
“ vent of Ervour, and Corrupter of tiue Religivie.
“ Why do 1hefe banghty Minifters of Chiift then rake
“ [o much upoir then ? I not all the Congregatioin Hely
“ and Learned s well us they & Nay, have not *the
“ Hiterate aind meft Igiovait as much Right and 0b-
“ ligation to qudge for themfelves, as the greateff
““ Clerks 2 Are they the aisly Temples of the Holy G ft ¢
“ and does the Spivit of Wildon and Usderfanding,
' the Spirit of Prophcly and Literpretasion, rg/fdefﬁﬂflv

A
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“ it theiy Dieafls 3 I hatever coircesns the Salvation
of ail Chriftiairs, 15 equally propos d to the nider-
“ fanding of all 5 and theiefore we exbort you to
“ fand faft i the Liberty wherewith Chiift has made
)ouf ee, to make ufe of your owi Eyes; to'be di-
¢ yelled bv your owi Fudgments ; and wot 1o fub-
“ it your Usder[landiugs, upoi airy Accoutint, 0 others ;
! f{u he that does this, fo far he foifukes the brighteft

Szng/lmze of Nooiz Day, aind piefers the wiceitiaiiz
g!z;'m;zef siig of the darkeft Lauthorn before it. They'll

““tell you perhaps, of bieaking thyo’ Oider and Ui~

*“ formity, of neglelling Authority, aid defpifing the
“ G.veriwors of the Church of Chiift: But le not ye
“ afraid of their wain Tervors, thefe aie all Trifles,
“ Nicetics, Dreams, Tnventioins of Men, and [¥ords of
*“ a long continnance zizdced but 1z veality, of no Sigiti-
ficance at all.
Strefs on, is an internal Order, the Goveinment of
“ Mew'’s Minds by Fuith 'wark:'}zg by Love. The Ui~
“ ' formity of Geftures, Souinds, Cringes, Bows, &c.
" awhich amufe the Seufes, and difjipate the Undei-
ﬂ.rmdzizg, 15 what he matters not.  Anthority has i
“all Ages of the IWorld been the bindvairce of Truth,
and promoter of Errvor ; and too gieat @ vegard to
*“ frail and fallible Teachers is the Reproach of our
“ Nature, and the Deftruction of our Underftandings.
“ Come then caft in your Lot with 715, and we will

“ fhew you the only way to Chyiffian Reft and Chiriftiai

L 94

4

(44

f : . .
© Peace. We will guide you ons of the peiplext
“ Maxes of infinite humane Variery, and wibounded
%

humaie Fancy : We will undo the Snaves of hi-
“ mane Artifice, compos’d of Woirds without Meaning,
“ and Power without Right, and Outfide without Siic-
“cerity: IWe will, in [hovt, fet you friee from the beg-
“ garly Elements of [atellettual Qbedrerice 5 teach you
“ tothivk and to judge for yourfelves; and in a fmall
" time, make you greater and wifer thaithefe Spiiitnal
“ Rulers that wow lovd it o2tr youz,

[V After

The Or der that Chrift lays the gieat
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After fuch an Harangue as this, they may
leave you very well to the Iniquity of the Times
to confirm thefe Impreffions upon you, and to
the {fundvy Methods, that prophane Perfons are
enconrag'd to make ufe of, to depretiate our
holy Funttion, and make the Clergy of this
Land contemptible. We, for cur parts, my
Brethren, are inftructed by the great Apoftle of

» Cor. 6. the Gentiles, inevery thing to appiove onyfelves as the
3, Minifters of God, in much Patience, in Afflictiois,
i1z Neceffities, i Diftreffes. As the humour of Man-
2 Cor. 6. kind runs, we muoft be contented with Hunour and
S. Difhonous, with évil Report and good Report; but
o Cor. 17, While we are allow'd of God to be put in truft with
2. “the Gofpel, we cannot but be jealons over you with «
godly Fealoufy ; we cannot but think, that thofe
who go about to alienate your Affe&ions from us,
1 Cor, 4. and to reprefent us as the Filth and Offfconring of
13, all things, do not only revile and calumniate us,
but highly prejudice you ; becaufe they deftroy in
you that good Opinion of us, which alone can
forward your Edification, by giving a favourable
Reception to what we {ay; and therefore, I
think, Imay be allow’d, in what I have farther
to dilcourle upon this Text, to join thefe two
Points together ; and while I am endeavouring
to magnify cur Office, at the {fame time inftru&
you in your Duty, and cftablifh you in yout
Afteétions thereunto. And this Ifhall do,

I. By fhewing you that the Holy Scriptures,
upon feveral Accounts, are not fo plain
and 1intelligible as is pretended, but in
fome Things hard to be underftood.

I, That fuppofing they were fo plain as is
pretended, yet this would not leflen the
Authority, nor take away the Neceflity of |
opirttual Guides, - '
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11I. That though the Scriptures be plain in
themfelves, vet private Men forfaking their
Guides, and following their own Fancies,
may deprave and diftort them to their own
Deftru&ion.  And, :

IV. That for the prevention of any fuch Mif-
chief, 1t is the Duty of private Perfons to
fubmit their Judgments in Matters of Re-
ligion to the Determination of their Spiri-
tual Guides; {o long as their Determina- o 2

tions arc not contrary to the Word of God.7 85

I bldain in the firft Place,
I. To fhew you upon what Accounts the Ho- ", .
ly Scriptures are not {o plain and intelligible as f .- 4~-

is pretended, but in {ome Things hard tobe wn- - 5, -
derltood. y K4 51"" o
Now the Things contained in Scripture, may s =
moft of them be reduced to thefe two Heads, ©° .
Hiftorical, and Do&rinal. But before we admic & =¢- ="~
either of them, we muft be thoroughly {atsfied * ., o -
that they are in reality the Word of God, and ‘J |
all the Evidences of their Credibility indubitably %%
true. And 1 coming to this we muft beex- = £
tremely nice and cautious (fome tell us); not (7
truft the Tefiimony of the Church, and the /%=~
Confent of all Ages for never fo much; belicve, oo Jo
in fhort, nothing but what is manifeft and con- 77 "
vincing ; and therefore ourfelves examine the ) oidlie #
Witnefles, and try over again the Miracles .~ £
which fcem to confirm this Matter, whetbert =4 ¢
Mofes aid the Prophets, and Chiift and his Dif- i:"’"“”"” i
ciples weie certainly Meffeugers feat from God,” —F
and the Books which wider their Numes have ‘o' /e
defeeirded 10 15, the [ume , thar they publif’d /B i
and prov'd to be of Divike Revelation.,  And =< :
to fatisfy ourfelves in this it will require no lem:77-
fmall Penetration and Judgment, no {mall Search 22
into the Records of Time, and Examination of /.~

“Lhat _ )/
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what the Apologilts both Ancient and Modern
have {aid: But even after we have got over this,
and are fully convinc'd of the Divine Qrigine of
ocripture, we fhall neverthelefs meet with {un-
dry Difficultics, i the Courfe of our reading it.
For, -
1. In compofing an Hiftory, there are {everal
Things, we know, which the Author purpofely o-
mits, becaunfe he {uppofes the Pcople, to whom lie
writes, not unacquainted with them; and yet,
in after Ages, thefe very Things become highly
neceflary to a right underftanding of 1t; and he
that lives at a diftance, (if he intends to read it
to advantage) muft be furnifh'd with the Know-
ledge of them before he begins. In thisregard,
many Paflages in the Old Teftament muit necds
be very  dark and obfcure to them, that are not
in fome meafure acquainted with the Cufloms,
Fadtions, and Opinions that were then predo-
minant in the World, and which thefe Paflages
‘do allude to. Many Ceremonics in the Ritual
Law are utterly unaccountable to thofc, whe
never yet heard of the Religion of the Ancient
-Zabians, 2 People among whom the Ifaclites at
that time {ojourn’d, and in contrapofition to
whofc Magick and Idolatry many of thele Rites
were appointed. The Labours of fome Modern
Criticks, who have thoroughly confidex’d the
Writings of thofe learned Rabbies that lived
about our Saviour’s Time, have, by the help of
that kind of Learning, clear’d up fome Texts re-
lating to particular Seés, Cunftoms, and Opi-
-pions then among the Fews, which were dark and
obfcure before: And I cannot but believe thata
reafonable Enquiry into the Practices and Prin-
cirles of the Ancient Guofficks, might greatly
eonduce to the better Underftanding of many
Paffages in the later Epiitles of the Apofiﬁgs};
- whie
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which {feem not fo clear and intelligible to {ome.
T he frequentDigreffions and Diflocations in Scrip-
ture, whereby the Thread of 1ts Hiltory 1s of-

ten interrupted, are what muft needs be of great
perplexity to thofe, that are not acquainted
with the Analtical Wntmﬂs of Divines: And
(if I may be allow'd to brmﬂ' the Books of the
Prophets under this Clafs,) their Prediéions are
loft without the Hiftory of {ubfequent Ages, ana
theit lofty Thoughts and Expreflions, thefr Mec-
taphors, and ‘illuhons, and Allwoucs which
exalt and improve the Soul at once, and give fo
much pleafure to the knowing Rcadur are quite

thrown away upon fuch, as have not a competent -

- Skill in this Divine Rhetorn::h]~ Add to this, { et '
that the Scriptures are writ in Languages hard A/~ e
to be underftood, and what every common Rea- /7.

7
der has little or no acquaintance with: That the *f o

;
[ 3 "‘
i‘

Febiew Tongue in particular proves difficult to [ .
the very Learn'd, becaufe we have loft the Gen S
nuine Senfe of many Phrafes in it, and are often 0.6 -
perplext with equivocal Significations, thatarile | '_;;; ,f:i -
from the Scantinefs of it; and that the help
which we promife ourfelves from Tranflations, * _
15 fearce fo great as might be expetted ; becaufe | L *-:-.”M,.
if 1 many Places the true Senfe of the Original
is not mifs'd, yet through the whole, there runs
fuch a train of Erglifh Hebrailms, occafion'd
by too {crupulous an Adherence to thc Original,
as cannot but contribute to its Obfcurity.

The ufe that I would make of this Oblet-
vatton, 1s this. 'That fince a competent Know-
ledge of the learned Languages, thofe efpecial-
v wherein the Scuptures are orlgmally writ,
and” 2 competent Knowledge of the Hif-
tery of thofe Ages, which were coincident
with the Times, and of thofc Countrics, which
were ddjacent to the Places made meation of 1n

Holy-

-"ll_.-l'
.I-""’qr-'
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Holy-Writ, is no more than neceflary to the un-
derftanding of this Part ot Scripture; then cer-
tainly Learning (however it has been traduc’d of
late) is no bad Hand-maid to Theology ; and
(how loud foever Men's Pretentions may be) to
think to attain to a2 Knowledge of thefe Mat-~
ters withont Edncation and Induftry, (fincc the
Days of Infpiration are now at an end) is meer
Madnefs and Enthufia{m.

“ 2. But the Doctrinal Parts of the Scriptuve you'l)
“ fay, ave plain andeafy, and no way chargeable with
“ fuch Obfcurity : They are what every oiie is obligd
“ to kuow and confefs, and thevefore adapted to every
“ ones Capacity. Nay, but if you lock into the
Doctrines, my Brethren; yowll find that here
the main Oblfcurity does arife, and that in ma-
ny Points they are {o far from being attem-
perd to every ones Capacity, that they are in
truth adapted to none’s, and yet every one ob-
lig'd to know and confels them. The Doc-
trine of the Trinity, for inftance, 1s an Ar-
ticle we arc all oblig’d to confefs, and yet we
cannot comprehend 1t : Dare we then reject 1t;
or fufpend our Belief of it ? No, for when we
{ee in Scripture that there are three, to whom we
ate devoted in Baptifm, three, in whom we muit
Believe, to whom we muft Pray, by whom we
muft Blefs, and to whom we muft give Wor-
fhip and Glory, we ‘are compell’d to acknow-
ledge it, though we cannot conceive in what
Manner ‘it can be. The fame is to be faid of
the Incarnation of the Son of God, of the
Workings of his Blefled Spirit upon the Souls of
Men, and of fundry other myfterions Points
relating to the Natuore and Decrees of the Al-
mighty, which the Underitanding both of Men
and Angels cannot comprehend, and yet the
Faith of the meanett Chriftian is engag’d to

: , embrace.



(17)

embracz, The Trath is, one, and no fmmall
Ufe of thefe Dotirines is, the cafting down Ing-
ginativirs, awd eveiy high thing that exalteth :rﬁr!j
ﬂmmﬂ the Knowledge of God, and the bringing thto
Captivity eveiy Tbougbt to the obedience of Chrift, 2s
the . Apoftic - words it; *Tis to teach us Hus
mility, and that, afeer we have tried the
ftrength of our Undcrﬁandmgs never {o long,
we muft be conftrain’d at laft to center ourfelves
in thofe Summaries of Faith, that have had {o i
long an Approbation in the Chriftian Churchi }L’J
There are other Dorines befides thefe of 2 j o} 7# ﬂ

a Cor. [0.

lower Rank and Order, {uch asrelate to Faith ‘md f @.ﬂ 2
aood Works, to the fecret Operations of Grace, to i
our chcncramon Sanctification, Jultification, Ge. i f’{f 3
which requires no {mall compafs of Knowledge,: j_Ju S
and penetration of Judgment rightly to difCLﬂS}j‘ ~ il
Nay, the loweft moral Precept that we can™ = f
think of mult be truly ftated and cxplain’d, and »- e
in many refpects our Cafes may be {o vatied and: s //ﬁ /ﬂ
citcumftantiated, as to require the Deliberation of fé

a Cafuift, before we can make it a Rule for our / flus b+
Pratice. So true it is, that the Dolrines whichy ™

the Scripture propouud even in Matters that con- }, 0
cern our Salvatlon are in fome Cafes not {o /.- ..F‘ /e

plam and {elf evident, but that they will :1d- . ﬁgj&'
mit of a {’randmg Older of Men, to e;xplam ?’ e
and 1mcnlcate them unto the end ot “the World, ¢ 2 v

This however muft not be diflembled, that, m '~
Matters which more lmmcdmtey concern our} {""'1 } e
Salvation, the Scripture is always moft familiar . oo =%
and condefcenfive : It rifes s by degrees from \/Io- il

ral to Evangelical, and from progreflive to per- AR

teCtive V1rtucs ill at laft it carries us up to //..poey

Heaven, and fets us before the Face ot him th‘u: - <

dwelleth 12 Light that s sinaccelfile,  So that the

moft ignorant, if they will but look into this

Bock, want not Matter for their Inftruéion ; -_:
~ /7#(%£;G§?CJ /n- 91/ /cﬂ/ﬂ ff-”"'”*"‘]’

- = j ?-h".- - - ;""‘f—-:,.r'--* . u
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nor the moft elevated, Subjelts to excite and re”
compence their Comtemplations. In a Words
Ged, who from all Erernity underftood our Ge-
nins’s, and Capacities, and {undry Difpofitions
belt, has, in his infinite Wifdom, {o attemper’d
the Revelation of his Will, as, i one Inftance
or other, to make it agrec with us all: And
therefore to conclude this Head in the Words
of a very renown'd Author; God knowing, fays

Boyl'sRe- he, that fome Peifeus inuft be weronght npon by Rea-

f.’ eéfe upoin
the Siile

of H.3S.

Il ry
tH.f"

fon, others allured by Linterefl, fome driven by Terior,
and others again bionght in by Imitation, has by a
vave and merciful (if I may fo call it) Supplesiefs of
Wildom, fo varied the Heaverly Doftrine suto Ratio-
cinations, Myfteries, Promifes, T hreats, and Exain-
ples, that there is it any fort of Feople bt what may

find Religionn veprefeirted iiv a Forin moft likely to make

ﬁ:-zpreﬂfon uporz thew.  And fo I proceed to my

- Second  Propofition, which was to fhew, that,
{uppofing the Scriptures were never {o plain, yet
this would not lefien the Authority, nor take
way the Nceeflity of Spiritual Guides. The
Reafon 1s, becaule their Commiffion and Autho-
rity does not aepend upon the Plainnels or Ob-
{curity of any thing : It was given and appoint-
ed them by Chrit, to ferve the Ends of his
Chuorch, and cannot be revok'd but by the fame
Hand; till therefore there be an Juterpofition of
his to this Purpole, their Power and Authority
muft have the {ame force and efficacy which it
recciv'd from him at firlt, i {pite of all the Ma-
lice and Oppofition cf Mankind, unto the End
of the  World: Confequently therefore, if hu-
smane Beiedictions, brmaie Ablolutions, humane De-
mrgcictions, bumaie Excemmmicaiicns, were ever of
any weight and validity in the Chriltian Church,
they are ta he decm’d fo fifl, # g)
ie - _ . &
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The Scripturcs indeed (abating the Cafes L. 4, . -
mention’d befor) are in all Points neceflary to P
Salvation plain and intelligible cnongh.  The Eéﬁfh
Rules of Life, that God has appointed us to o> °7
follow, are not fo much the Product of his Pow~ . > ==
er and Jurifdiction over us, as the Refule of his”™ & .4
infinite Mercy and Goodnefs. Thele were the 26777/
Attributes that led him to confult the Wants,
and commifirate the Neceflities of the meanclt
of Mankind; and therefore we may obferve,
that, as when he took upon him the Ofhce of
a2 Redeemer, he did not abhor the Virgin's
Womb, but appcared in the Form of a Servant,
and humbled himfelf to Death, even the Death
of the Crofs; fo in like manner when he ool
upon him the Office of a Preacher, by a worr
derful Condefeenfion, he accommodated his
Do&rines to the loweft Capacities, and in plain
Words and familiar Comparifons made them
apree with our very Notions and Affe&ions; 1n-

(omuch that if -bis Gefpel be bid, the Apoflle

might well affiem; ’#is hid 20 them that aie lift, 122 Cor, 45
whon the God of this World bas bliuded the Minds 35

of thert that believe not, Jeft the Light of the glorioss

Gofpel of Chrift, who-is the Image of God, fhonld

fhine unto them. But then, becaufe he knew that

there was no Rule fo plain but it might be mif-

taken, no Doérine {o pure but throngli Paffien

or Prejudice it might be corrupted ; becaufe he
forefaw that in all Ages falfc Prophets and

falfe Téachers would arife, Lovers of Singularicy,

and vain Boafters, who wou’d corrupt the Faith,

and bring in Herefics 7 {tiff in the wrong, and

Lold cnough at all Times to fet up the Dagen

of their own lafcivious Fancies, in oppofition t0

the Ark of his Covenant; therefore to prevent

the Mifchiefs that might arife from hence, he

chofe unto him his Apoliles, and they theirSue- -

tTyeh oo /AR ';%ézé-éﬁﬁ ilﬁéﬁbg& Ve
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ccflors, who might be ready at all Times, by
{found Doérine, to inform the Ignorant, convert
the Vicious, and convince Gainfayers. To
them, and them only, he committed the Go-
{ vernment of his Church, ftampt their Commif-
| fion with the like Authority he had receivd
\ from his Father, promis'd to be with them un-
) to the end of the World, and to affift them
§
s

with that Spiit that fhould lead them into alf
* ‘T?'HI;J.% :;T/ﬂ;gfﬁ__z‘aﬂf)wxéwvm/%*;;
Mgt 4‘ It then the Scriptures are intelligible to the
.,. T generality of Mankind, they are to be cfteem’d
V& ézﬁ’ =42 much more {o to thole, whom the Son of God
o J‘,ﬁ}i"h&th fignaliz’d, and fet apart for the Lights of
o the World/™ It God does afford the affiftance
¢ 77747 of his Spirit to every private Perfon, that in
ﬁ___ foth D Piety and Prayer {eeketh after him, much more
/zf___ will he extend it to thofe, to whom he hath
-t commutted the keeping of the very Souls of
 haaee 2@ -thefe Perfons; and if he has promifed to illu-
;%@,ﬂ, minate the Underitandings of fuch, as make

ey 1o s Laws their Study and Delight, much more
poA ;" will he doit to thofe, whofe Lips aie apposinted
ya "’1’4‘? ‘oo, t0 preferve Knowledge, that the People may Jeek the
pea 3593 Law at their Mouths, for they are the Meflengers of
[ J;ﬁ; . t/JE“Lard of Hofls. o |
ok Y'fﬁt I am very fenfible, we live in a Tiiue no
2 Seomen . WAys favourable to any high Pretenfions of
g before tre © the Clergy 5 a Time, when our Order,
© - Somsef the © which ought to be highly effeen’d in Love for its
Clergys < Warks fake, is on that very Account difre-
“ garded ; and when we are fo far from being
encourag'd to magnify our Office, and to
{peak of our Profeilion in fuch Terms as do
become 1t; that the nfual Tidesot diftinétion
belonging to us are made Matters of deri-
fton and reproach, and cvery way taken to

“ make our Perfons and our Chara&ers vile
8 e 2
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This however muft not difcourage us (if we are
become  Fuols i glovying thofe that difparage
us, have compell'd us) this muft not dif-
courage us, 1 fay, from requelting of you fo to
acconit of ws as of the Minifters of Chiift, and
Stewards of the Myfleiies of God; from endea-
vouring to perfwade you, that the difpenfing of
Sacraments, and the Mmtltry of Reconcilia-
tion committed to our Hands, are no mean and
trifling Things; but that our holy Proteffion in
che main is not only more hononrable, but more
nfeful to Mankind, and more bcnehcxal to Socie- . /g_
ty, than any other Calling 1n the World. 7> 2+ z ‘””7’3 /
Hard is the Condltlon of the Clergy of this z.*
Land, or great is the Iniquity of it, if after -
{o long an Eftablifhment of Choftianity, and. "
fo much of their learned Labours and confum- g, o 55
mate Skill in all Sciences, that can either m~
prove or imbellilh humane Nature; they thould ,,.f,'“
qow at laft come to be accounted a ufelefs /J_:f"‘ -
Generation, fit only to inflame the Srate, and

cortapt Communities ; and forc'd at this time ¥ |
ot the Day to betake themfelves to the fame At- @ » + 7
guments, that the ancient Apologilts employed, , . . , -2/
againft Heathens, to defend themfelves againft, ~ _
th1s Attack. Thofc that have no dread of the ;"aw- -
overfluwings of Ungodlinels, and a fecret with . /- ﬁ{ .
for the Eftablifiment of Irrehglon may glvu/ ,’
mto thefe Senruments, and with theid Minion 7 9°
Philofophcr Complain Of the great havm that pro- Hobbs'
cecds from a Liberty that Men have, upon every Sur~ Hiftory of
day and oftier, to barangue all the People of a N -‘} Crutl
toie at onee, while the State isignuiait what they wil) Uf;;:fd
fay: But all {uch as are free from this PI’C]LI- "o
dice, and under no Temptaticn to wifh Chriftia-
ity abolifh’d, will always be ot Opinion, that a
lcarned and regular Ciergy are not only of comfort
and affiftance to particular Perlons, but of firength
- and

-

9
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and fecurity to the Government where thev live;
and the Extunétion of them, (whatever Mr.
; Hovbs may think of the Matrer) in the Judgment

""‘a of God hmfelf one of the foreft Calamitics

Ir’l > that can befall a Nation.”™ Th Efgfj the Lovd gue
‘/3,- = yon the Bread of Advecfiry, and the-Iater of Af-

| é 5o o fliEhioy yet faall it thy Teachers be vemgued dino a
g s Corner aity woie ;5 bit thine Eyes fhall Jee thy Teach-
¢ ) sy and thine Eais fhall hear o Viice bebind thee, [uy-
), fraches iig, this is the I’ay, walt in it.  Planly intima-
i ., =» ting that all ozher National Calamities are {up-
portab] while we have but the Minilters of
I fk % God to fiznd in the Gap, and make Recon-
- oA ;{,, - ciliation for us; but when once thele are re-
y LR - mov'd, all then becomes Mifery and Diftrac-
/P LT tion; the Nation has no othes Prop left, but is
fro- for - finking fenfibly into the loweft depth of Wretch-
) s ,;:decfs and- Reprobation. Without them Vice

e would grow Rampant, and Ienorance and Bar-

;o fﬁ"{*’bauty fcon over{pread the “Land.  Without
[Pm_” 72¢them the diftrefled Soul would have no-Com-
c‘) L5 forter, the wounded Confcience no healing Me-

5 "+ dicine, and he that is igorant of his Road to

] hio *""Hcaven, no Voice to tell him, this 15 the Way,

Ade€ Cal- y r
7 o 1 L Ik thow dn it They pray. for Kings, and 1n

i

vzl gng the Words of Origen, fight for them too 5 while
ﬁy/nj‘(wfthc}, contend with God in earneft-Supplication

' and Interceflions for their Profperity and Succefs.

o Prov-14. They fiudy to reclaim Men from Sin, which is the
! 3% ° Repreach of any Pecple; and to inftru& them in

rog

Righteoulnels, which is the Exaltation of ailNaticn.
They reftore and mmprove -Learning, and hold
out to the People daily a Doérine, that not on-
1y fanéifies, bt civilizes the rouﬂ'h Paffions of
Men. They, in a2 Word, are fo far from being
the Perfons that twii the IVovld upfide down,
‘that they are the very Men that co-operate with
the Civil Powers to keep the World: in- good
%';/;‘A,.J/ / Q cﬁf AR o1 b fe }tOrder ;
/-

7 :.:i' '77 ﬁ‘c}j: ,1‘/{/"! -”—h"..
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Qrder And therefore the Defign of difcoura-
oing their Laboms, or curtailing thewr Privi-
leges, thould be a very unprofpercus way, one
would think, of making court to any Govern-
ment.  Happy indecd had it been tor Chriften-
dom, 1f the unbounded defire of Power m {fome
arrogant Bifhop of Reme had not brought an
Qdium, tho’ unjuftly, upon aill Church Govern-
ment ; and their too much fordiig 1t cver 1he
Flock, given an Qccafion, to {uch as were willing
to {feek an QOccafion, of drawing odious Com-
parifons, and rejefiing lawtal Authority 1n
thofe, that never defire to exercife 1t but under
proper Limitations. They, lawu'f*r, ave no
ways to be excus'd, who think they can never
be fecurd from Papal Supremacy, but by in-
troduncing a Presbyterian Parity, and leaving Im-
putations, jult cnough againft the firlt Uﬁlrpers,
to be applied indefinitely to tholc, that, they
cannot but acknowledoe, do not deferve them.
Had the Church ot Eugland of late claimed
any Power that was not at all times mnherent in
her ; had fhe thunder’d out ber Mcnaces, wich-

held the word of God, or dealt unnaturally by

her Children. Or had her Minifters, without

her knowlcdge, behaved themfelves wifeemly, claim’d » Cor. 4.
a Demiiicir cver jore Tuath, walk i craftinefs, and
handled the Word of God deceitfully ; there might
have been then {ome pretence for all this Omcrv
and an Oppofition to {uch Encroachiments m1gh1.
have well been deem’d the foreing of a Caule,
whereon the Gafpzl, the Reformation, and the
cominoir Rinbis of Mwmud do depend.?~ But fince
every thing wreﬁs upon  1ts old‘PEmndation,
without any enlargement of Power, or any
Claim and Pi: etepces to 1t; why ali th“ﬁ, Mur-
murs, nd Infinnations as tho  there were, but
to fap e Founcatien ztfu, and laudablv
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co~operate with thofe that are labouring hard to
deftroy the Church? Why all thefe fierce and
ratling Accufations agamit s, but to unfettle
vour Minds, and draw your Afteétions from us,
and fo make our Preachings and Bleffings, and
other holy Adminiitrations, cheap and difregard-
ed? But whatever other People may think of us
(do we agaiir bezin to commend ouifelves 2 and
am I become a Fool in much boafting 2) whats
ever, 1{ay, others may think of us, we are unto
God a fweet Savour of Chrift in them that are faved,
and tiz them that perifh 5 to the one, a Savony of Death
unto Deatl 5 apd to the other, a Savonr of Life unto
Life,

If then, my Brethren, we have not claim'd
any yndue Sovereignty over your Confciences :
1t wc have pretended to be no more than what
our blefled Saviour hath made us, Paftors and
Overicers of the Flock of Chrift, Metlengers to
teach, and Watchmen to forewarn, and Stew-
ards to provide for the Lord’s Family: If our
Converfation has been amonglt you in much
Paticnce, and Meeknefs, and Love unfeigned,
vecommending ow fefves, 10 every thing, to every
Mai's Confeicirce : It our Speech and our Preaching
hews ot been with enticing Words of Mai's Iifdom,
but iz demonfEration of the Spirit of Pewer, that yonr
Eaith thould wnot ffand in the Wifdom of Men, but in
the Poer of God : In a word, if we have sot preach-
ed onifelves, hit Chrift Fefusthe Lord, aird onifelves
o Seivaits for Fefus fake : Our Requeft, and
our kxhortatton s, that you would rcceive us,
and be kindly aftected to us; it not for our own
{akes, vet, at lealt, for the fake of him, whele
Ambatladors we are ; that you would remembet,
that, however we have this Treafure 12 Earthen
Feflels, yer a greatand a facred Depolitum it 15,
to bC mtrulied with the Dodhiine of Recviciliation s

| and
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and that how low {cever our Circumitances, how
mean focver our outward Appearance be, we
~re the Perfons that are commiflior’d to make
Feace between God and Man.  In confequence
of this, wemuft again ntreat you, not to lend
an Bar to the Suggeltions of thofe, that take all
Opportunitics of {peaking reproachtully of us.

Do you believe that we ave the Stvants of the
meft high God ¢ 1 know you do believe, my
Prethren ; then let not the Malice of fuch, as
infidionfly watch our haltings, and induflrioully
expofe them to the World ; nay, nor the cun-
ning Infinuations of thofe, that, by their high
Station, and {eeming Difintereftednefs, and feem-
ing Concern for your Rights, are enough to give
Sanétion to any Slander, find any favourable Re-
ception with you. They may promife you what
they will, but Chriftian Peace and Chriftian Reft
is to be had no other way, than by a fixt Regard
to the Lawsof Chrift, and a due Refpe& to thofe
that arc {et over you in his Name. And fo I am
come to my ,

Third Propofition, Wherein T am to fhew, that
tho’ the Scriptures be plain in themfelves,

yet private Men forfaking their Guides, and fol-
lowing their own Fancies, may deprave and dif-
tort them to their own Deftru&ion ; and for the
Proof of thiswe need not look far, we need not
fearch into the Records of obfoletc Herefy; our
own Age, and our own Nation, wherein fome
of thefe ancient Errors are revivid, and many of
& madder ftrain nvented, will abundantly {atisfy
our Enquiry.  All the Folly and Oftentation of
the primitive Gnofticks, {eems to have center'd
itfelt in our Modern Scepticks and Free-thinkers.
The Principles of Aivzs are dres'd up anew by
Secinzs and his Followers.  Pelagiamim is enter-
tain’d by the Lovers of rational Divinity, and

D the
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the Trinitarian Caufe not a little impair’d by the
malevolent Writings of fome that have dar’d to
revile it.  And yet all thefe pretend equally to
Scripture, and would fain be thought to have the
Voice of the Oracles of God determining on
their fide. Nay, the wildeft Enthufiafts that we
have amonglt us, Sabbatarians, Quakers, Inde-
pendents, Anabaptifts, Muglitonians, and the
reft of that godly Crew, which the perverted
ufe of a Toleration has augmented ; however
they jumble in other Matters, in this they are
agreed, to fhroud themfelves all under the Pa-
trronage of Holy Writ. But does the Word of
God countenance fuch - Proceedure ? Does it
either lead Men 1nto Etror, or when they are
there, fupply Men with Arguments to fortity
and intrench themfelves in it ? No, furely no.
The Scriptures are holy, juft,and good ; and the
Apoftle has taught us how to account for this
Event ; Firft, from the Ignorance of fome ; and
Secondly, from the Inftability of others.

Fiift, 1 have juft gow made mention of {ome
of the Frantick Seltaries amonglt us, and a
fhort Reflection wpon their Rife and Original
will fcon convince us, what a teeming Womb
ot Error-and wild Opions, Ignorance 1s, when
it zbandons Modeity, and adventures upon the
Interpretation of Scripture. It ever Ignorance
was patroniz'd in any Age, or by any People, it
was 11 thofe {ad times of Contufton, which both
we and our latelt Pofterity fhall have reafon to
remember.  Thofe that had laid the Scheme. for
ail the enfuing Tronbles, knew very well, that
Learning would be a Stumbling-block “in their
way, and Mcn of Parts and fober Ingenuity,
devoted to their Prince, and bound by their Al-
lcgiance, no {mall Barrier againft Rebellion,
And therefore to run down thefe, they form'd a

Body
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Body of bold and daring Men (fm Igrotance
has always Frontery cnough) the Rclm ot
Colleges, and the (chamnfrs or Inns of Courrt.

Thefe ¢ they mftructed to dec1} Learning as an
uﬂ, icls Trifle ; and intune it came to be held
the Hindrance of Grace, and Obltruéier of in-
ward Light, The Univerfities were accoutted
Nurferies of Swiences felfly fo called, and ot that oy, »
Fhilofephy aid wain  Deceit, which the Apollle
gives the World fo much Cavtion agamnit.  All
fober and grave Divines were reprefented as
idle Droncs, and dumb Doqs, deftityte oi
Gifts, and that ougiit to give place to Men of
better Tlumination. . Prefentations were ufually
siven to {uch asrun in with the Madnefs and Ini-
quity of the Times ; and a numerous Colony of
Lecturers and Preaching Minifters were  de-
tach’'d, to turn Religion mto Rebellion, and
Faith into Fa&jon. What {ad havock thefe Men
made with the Scriptures; 1 remember, a very
famous and accurate Hiftorian gives us a Speci-
m'éh Inthe main, he acquaints us with this,

« that moft of them were Men of very mean Clar. f
*“ Parts, if not of {candalous Ignorance, and of’ “v
¢ 1o other Reputation, than cheir fettled Ma- '
“ lice to the Church of Eirland. When thefe
once were mounted, tl1cy {oon brought the Scrip-
tures to thewr purpole, to declare tor the Direc-
tory agamit the lewy, and the Covenant
againft the Conflitution. ~ Out of th cle they in-
veigh'd agamit the Articles, the Canons, and the
Ceremonies of our Church. QOut of thefe they
fram’d Petitions againft Prelates, and Accufa-
tions againit their Mlmﬁcrs and R CMOLTrances

agamft “thei Soveraigi. Out of thefe the: J oM~
p1 led wicked Prayers, and blaiphemous Thankf-

givings, to interefl the jultice of Al mighty God
'" D . 10
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Jud, 5o in their Succefles.  Curfe ye Meroe, casfo se bitierly
*3s the Inhabitants thereof, becanfe they came it to the
belp of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againft the
Mighty, was an ufual Text to raifz Men and
Money for the Farliament, and revive the Spirit
Jer, 48, of the good old Caufe : And curfed be ke that doth
10, the Work of the Lovd deceitfully, and keepeth back bis
Sword fiom Bloed, a Spur to all manncr of Cruel-
ty ; and at length, a kind of Call from Heaven to
to murther their King. Good God ! that ever
thy blefled Word, wherein thou haft fo fully de-
clard the Authority, and {o firmly gnarded the
Perfons of Kings from all Violence, fhould ever
be madc an Inftrament to {pirit up a People to
imbruc their Hands in the Blood of the beft of

Princes, and the beft of Men.
Atfter this fad Period, and in judgment for {o
black a Crime, an univerfal Frenzy overfpread
Hof. 4. the Nation ; 7 fere was no Truth, uo Mercy, o
2, Knowledge of God tn the Laid, which waos defil’d with
Sweartng, Lymg, Killing, Stealing, and consmitting
Adultery : My People was deftroyed for lack of Kiow-
Jer, 2.8, Jedge, fays God; for they that handled the Law
knew wot me.  For lack of Knowledge! and yet
never was there an Age that pretended to more,
Toel o, OF 1o come by it cheaper. The 0/d Men they
-8, 29, dieamt Dreans, and the Youing Men they Jaw Vifions,
| toei Spis and their Danghrers all prophefied, and
thetr very Handinaids weve. guided by the Spirit.  In
confequence of which, it came to pafs that the
molt gxrravagant Notions, Deceptions of Fancy,
and {ometimes worfe Delufions were vended for
the Oracles of God ; when preaching the Gofpel
was made 2 Refnge to broken Tradefmen, and
the Sword of the Spirit fubmitted to the handling

ot any common Soldier,

It would be offenfive to pious Ears, were Ibut
to mention what wild Qpinions and blafphemous

Dedrines
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DoGrines were then advanc’d 5 what Hypocrify,
and Murther, and Rapine was then maintain’d
and juftified by thefc Lay-difpenfers of the Word
of Life. ‘They however that arc {prung from
fuch an Anceftry, fhould do well to fook wato the If. 51. 1.
Reck wheince they were hewn, and to the hole of the Pit
wheirce they weie dig d, and not pretend to rival
the Church of Euglend, or claim any Right to an ;
cqual Eﬁabhfhment W1th her.” But enough has 7 i fra” 3
been {aid of the Madnefs of thefc Times, to let (fﬁ po
you fee what ftrange work, Men of weak Capa-
cities, and wanton Fancxes and vicious Appe- ﬂf"?‘;
tites are wont to make with the Scriptures, . . ':,
when they come to expound them, withont the . "
affiltatice of Learning, or the direction of their /7 7 -
Spiritual Guides. 0
Secondly, There 15 another, quite different, {ort [’“
of People that are known to wreft the Scriptures o e
to their own Deftrullion ; and thefe are {uch, '
as, from an Opinion of their own Abilities, will * ”"7
not be inftructed by the Mafters of Divine Wil- 1o 5
dom; fuch as fet up their Reafon for the meafure JJ sl
of Truth, and pity our Simplicity for believing g ;7
Docrines that we cannot comprehend, and fub- ;,, fr’)wa
mitting our Underftandings, * ont of Humility or P 3
“ Lazinels (asthey callit) 0 any other Meiz what- / j
“ever, 1 Poiints velating to eternal Salvation.  The
Socinians love to diftinguith themiclves this way.
They never pretend to believe what they cannot C; )
underftand , and therefore they have exploded 2 -

\
the Myfterics, and rejeéted the current Inurplc—-
tation of Scripture, and invented to themielves 2, 7 p
new onc, to render Chriftianity ealy and fami-
liar, and ur.dlble, as they think.  To give yona 6@7

Letch of their boafted Performance, i Hehi 1.
1. 1. Jiz the begrining was the Word, {ay they fig-
nifies o more, than that Chrift was when he was ¢ ‘/
horn: Lig that the Wevd wiewwith (Fod; thar, he was ¢ ..
taben Iy
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&5 ép’w’f’tﬁl'm‘l up into Heaven to receive Inftruédons for
hustature Ervand @ Aud the FVord was God ; thar,
; Mﬁz {J he was God’s Meflenger ; and all things wwere made

0 ”i}é {7 by hirn ; ; that hisP 16:.1(.1111]*"“ makes us all new Crea-~
it A FRR
LY, /

) *';f.; turess© Strange and am.isz“l what Riddles are
zes R § here? What wwﬂmg of Wmd and abufe of
.y /[--7 /7, plain Senfe, and mangling of Scnptme, purely to

J’"P? ferve an H )patheﬁs, which, when alls donc

g.;’ 5;_4,- and {aid, will not come ug[i to their main defign ;

e E o e L o e —— _———

e forrt_T_ns 1S 10 ‘way_to make Chriftianity not m) ﬂg..

1-': ‘,.-'"" - - g S S
l

rions 3 10 far from it, that thispew method of In-

— g _.—--.- - -
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/. & terpretation, inftead of making it rational, makes
JA lﬂ A

" g il Tl = N — SR o i m-a ‘-—-_-._-_..

, ridiculous ;” (and as an 111gemous Writer ex-
L;:; preffes 1t) takes Myflery out of the Doélrine of Scrip-
[ bos, 1 where it 75 veierable and worthy the Majefty of
oL ST God s oand places it in the Phrafe of Scripturve, wheic
A it 15 oppircbiions, aid vepugnant to bis Siicerity.

4o, ime- The plain Trm;h is, tht_:)’_Rcafon be_ot great
"/ | afliftance to us, in examining the Evidence of
o pfﬂ?’.f-;** n'iﬁianity, the Senfe and Authority of Scrip-
- Ature, and the feveral Confequences that refult

517 f:[/_%'Jfrom thence; yet if we {urrender ourfclves in-

iU A

y tirely to its Condu, we fhall find it a dange-

- Hfy 50 rous Guide in Md.tters of Religion. The Mo-—
| ment we quit our hold of the Anchor of Faith,
and bid adien to the Senfe of the Church, which
‘ alone 1s the Pillar and Foundation of Truth ; we
3 run the hazard of being driven down the Stream
: Eph. 4, into an Ocean of Errors, there to le tofy'd to and
11, - fro, and carricd abont with every Wind of Dolrine,
* | by the ﬂfgf)r of Men, and cunnirg ci aftinefs wherchy
By they Lie 1 wait to dﬂwwe
* That this is true in Fa&, we have too fad a
Conviction from innamerable Inftances among us
) of Perfors, that renouscing Church-fellowthip,
; and forfaking the Guides of their Youth, have livid
Chriftians at large for {fome time, and {o run
about from Soét to Set, and from one wild Opt-
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nion to another; till ar leneth, wearied with
vroving, and grown fick of RL ligion 1 general,
they have tur’d Scepticks in Notion, and
Atheifts 1n Praétice; and {o made bbrpm ack of
Faith and a good Coufcieice both at once. In a
word, he that withdraws himfelf from the Bofom

ot th:., Ch.u'chf and the Care of thofe that are ™ -
to watch for his Soul, does fo far deprive him-;. -

felt of the ordinary inflrence of God’s Favour,
God’s Grace, God’s Protection, and the many
meitimable Bleflings annext to that Commu-
nion.  And being left in this Condition, what
wonder if the Tempter takes the Advantage to
lead him into the Wildernels of Confufion, and
there prefent to his Fancy falfe Schemes of Re-
ligion, mean Thoughts of the Myfteries of
Faith, and unworthy Apprehentions of God’s
Juftice or Mercy, or the like; and imprefs thefe
Ideas with {uch a livelinefs upon his Imagination,
as to make them be taken all for new Light, and
new Difcoveries? And becanle a new Difcove-
ry 1s not only very pleafing to the Inventor, but
a very uncaly thing too, till he be handfomely
delivered of 1t ; therefore to gwve 1t credit in the
World, the hoy Scriptures muft be miferably
wrelted, their Scope miftaken, their Senfe abug’d,
their Periods mangled, and their whole Defign
perverted, to countenance a vile Opinion, chat
perhaps owes 1ts Original to a Suggeltion of
datan; and its Growth to the Nutrition of a Ca-
pricious Brdin, And having made thus bold witt
the Word of God, there isno doubt but that all
Authority inferior to it muft be made firike Sail
The mott ancient Traditions mult give place to
his new Dilcoveries, the Confent of the Catho-
lick Church be overborn bv the Lic&ates of his
private Spurit, and the QOpintons of former
Conneils and Fathers, of puefent Difthops and

‘ - Divines.

do
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Divines, trampled under foot, 1f they pretend to
conteft it with his greater Knowledge and Illu-
mination. Good God! to what a length of
Enthnfialm will an 1dle Concert of onr own Abi-
littes bring us, when void of Humility, and the
too long expersenc'd fenfe of our frequent Infirmi-
tICS.

““ But what muft we do in this Cafe, you'll fay?
M:ﬂ we st titft to our owi Underftandings rather
tbmf the Diltates of others who may equally mifguide
ws? T hey ave frail and fallible Men aswell as
we; God has no where taught them the vight L
terpretation of his Law ziore than us: W hy thei
““ fhould we proftitute onr Confcieinces at theiy Feet ¢
“ What Capacities we have are oy owin, and giveir
“ws by God to guide 15: He hath made wo Difference
P. 97,23, berween Man and Man in this Refpelt, and there-
Y “ fore an honeft illiterate Mai is as capable of judg-
““ ing for himfelf in Matters of Religion, as all your
‘« le;,n ined Men united, even fuppofing them met toge-
“ ther m a general Cﬂh‘ﬂﬂl with all poffrb) ‘éf Marks
“of Solemnity and Grandeur. - @y S o« £o fpo d
This Objection 1 was very el aware of;;

, and therefore it 1s that under my
| Fourth aind laft Propofition, I am now to fhew
. you upon what Accounts 1t becomes the Daty of
private Perfons to {ubmit their Judgments n
Matters of Religion to the Determinations of
their Spiritual Guides, {o long as thefe Deter-
minations are not contrary to the Word of God.
R add, fo lng as thefe Determinations are not coir-
'J + ﬁp‘? trary to the Word of ch?bccauﬁ, whatever De-
z , J6 betrerminations are fo, we ought to reje&, and de-

/ﬁ» . {pife the Anthority of any,be his Chara&er or Sta-
o ﬁ“‘ tion never {o great, that comes to difpoffefs us of
- this plain Truth, that we ought to believe God vather
QKZ /l}ba;z Man. Upon this Principle 1t 1s acknow-

, ledged that the Retormuoa ot the Church of

44
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Enyland firft began.  Bat how was 1t carried on
and compleated ? Was every one, that had
{fprung a Scruple in his Brain, and could advance
any thing againft the Corruptions ot Rume, ad-
mitted to the Confultation? Was there no re-
{fpe& had to the Capacitics, and Ouders, and
Qualities of Mankind in this Aflawre Was all
efteGted by the fortuitous Concourfe of ram-
bling Objc&ions, which jumbling together tor
fome time, polifh’d themfclves by Degrees, and
{o fubfided into this beautiful Syftem of Reli-
eion; as {ome will tell you, that of the World
was made by Atoms. Thole that pretend to
{o much Zeal, and Concern, and Affection for
i, wonld do well to tcll us, how we may, for
their Reputations fake, difpofiefs our own Peo-
ple (for thofe that are without, have already
made their Advantage of it) how we may
difpoflels our own People of this grofs Idea,
which they in their late Writings have left us of
the Reformation: For we know of doing it no
other Way, than by telling them platnly that
this whole Reprefentation is injurious to Truth;
that the firft Eflays towards a Reformation were
begun and agirated in this Iingdom by Perfons
of Sobriety, Gravity, and great Learning; that
the Rule they govern’d themfelves by, was the
Word of God, nicely examind, and truly ex-
plain’d by the help of Antiquity, and Analogy
of Reafon; that the Iditerate in thole Days,
had no learned Aduccate to plead for them as the
only proper Judges in Matters of Religion ;
that the Convocation was then accounted the
only capable Peifons to adjuft this Affair, nor
in the leaft lefs refpeéted for being met together
in a general Courcil, with their ulual Mavks of
Grandenr and Solemnity 3 that the Wifdom of the

Nation refolv’d itfelf then into their Decifions,
E and
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and the Supreme Aunthority thereof, King,
Lords, and Commons, contirm’d and ratify’d
them ; that every thing, in fhott, was concluded
for the good of the whole; nothing untrue
taught, nothing unlawful enjoyn’d, nothing ne-
ceflary omitted. Upon this Foundation it was
that we {tood then, and here we call upon Men
to enquirc whether we have made any Alteration
fince. Has any of the Clergy of this Land invaded
Chrift’s Kingdor, and behaved himfelf like the
Man of Siny who oppoferh and exalteth himfelf above
all that is called God; that we are fo often told that
Chrift himfelt is the only King in bis own King-
dom ¢ Has the A& of Toleration loft its force,
and the Sectlar Arm of Penal Laws to bring
about Uniformity, are they reviv'd again; that
we hear fo much of the Engives of this World,
of Prifous, Fines, Banifhments, lefler Penalties, and
aegative Difcouragements? Do we pretend to Infal-
libility, or claim any upjuft Authority over you;
that you arc {o often caution’d againft fubmit-
ting your Underftandings and proflituting your
Confctences at onr Feet ¢ Have we corrupted
the Doctrines deliver'd to us, and thiough Cove-
toufuefs, with feicwd Wiids made Meichandize of
you ; that you are exprefly charg'd to be ferupu-
lous of what we fay, and truft your own Capa-
cities rather than our Interpretations? F#hofe
Ox have we taken, or whofe Afs have we taken, or
whom have we defrauded, whom have we oppiels’d,
or of whofe Hands have we received ainy Bribe to blind
our LEyes therewith, that we hear {o much of Sel-
ling, aind Slaughtering, and Shearing, and Fleecing the
Flock of Chrift? One would really think, by the
torce of thele Infinuations, that all the violence

ot an Inquifition, and all the Ignorance and Spi-
ritual Tyranny of Rome was a going to overflow
the Land again; and that.ont Order was {unk

Into
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into the fame State of fad Degeneracy which
the Prophet defcribes of the Shepherds ot Ifrael;
Wae uito the Shepherds that feed themfelves ; [hould inot Frck, 34,
the Shepherds feed the Flock? Yo eat the Fut, and ye 2 4
cloath ye with the IWool, ye kill them that ave fed, but ye
feed not the Flocks the difeafed have ye it firengtheir d,
neither have ye healed that which is Sick, ueither have
yoro bound up that which is broken, neither have you
brought again that which was driveir away, neither have
ve fought that which was loft; but with Force, and with
Cruelty bave ye yul d them. 1f ever, my Brethren, we
have dorie any {uch thing : If we are departed out of Mal. 2.5,
the Way ; if we have caus’d you to ffumble at the Law; if
we have coriupted the Coveinant of Levi ; if we have de-
ftroy'd and feaster’d the Sheep of God’s Paflure swe defire Jer. 23,
to {tand no longer in your Approbation, make us, **
as you pleafe, contemptible and bafe before the
PeopleZ But if there be no fuch thing {found in our Mil. 2.9,
Hands, and no {uch Intention in our Hearts,
we defire you to hear us with Patience, by what
Authority we require this Submiffion -of your
Judgments in Marters of Religion, and who
gave us this Authority.

The Commiffion that our Blefled Saviour
gave his: Apoltles, runs thus —- Al Power 15sMat. 28,
givern uita me in Heaven and Earth ; go ye thevefore 18)19,20:
and teach all Nations, teaching them to obferve all
things. whatfcever I command you; and lo I am with
vou always even unto the End of the World. How
Chrift 1s with his Church always even unto the
End of the World (for immediately after thefe
Words he was taken up into Heaven) we are
advertis’d in another Promife of his -~ I willJohn14.
pray the Father, and he [hall give yor another Com- L.
forter, that he may abide with you for ever. Tho’

therefore our blefled Saviour does not Per{onals
ly interpofe to inftruét his Church, and affcit the
true [nterpretation of his Laws; yet, what is all
one, he does it by the Interpofition of the Holy
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Ghoft. Him he made his Vicegerent here on
Farch, while he continues in the Bolom of his
Heavenly Father: Him he appointed to /Jead

the Apoftles and firlt Chriftians into all Truth, to

teach them all T/:;z};g.r, to biing to their Remembiaice
whatfoever e had faid unto them, and {o make them
fit Stewards of the Myfteries, and able Difpen-
cers of the Word of Life. This Knowledge
the Spirit of Truth convey’d unto them by
converfing immediately with their Spirits, by im-
prefling it clearly upon their Underftandings, and
at the {ame time illaminating their Minds, and
exalting their Underftandings to comprehend it
What was thus wonderfully beftow’d upon them,
their Succeflors are forc’'d to acquire by hard
Study, great Induftry, and frequent and fervent
Addrctles to the Fountain of Divine Light. For
befides a ftable Serenity of Mind, neither
raffi’d with Paffions, nor diftra&ed with the
Cares of Lifc, there is likewife an exa& Know-
tedge of the learned Languages, a competent

-Skill in moft kind of Humane Literature, and a

Judgment quick and penetrating, to diftinguith
between the literal and figurative Senfe, to at-
tend to the Scope and Coherence of Things, to
compare ong Place with another, and. illuftrate
cloudy Texts by thofe that are more clear, un-
doubredly requifite to 2 modetate underflanding
of the Scripture. Qur blefled Saviour tells us,
that every Scribe which is infbrutted unto the Kingdom
of Heaveir, is like unto a Man which is an Houfe-
holder, which bringeth forth out of bis Treafure things
new and old. Modern Tran{lations, and Modern

Expofitions may be of {ome Service to him ; but
if he would be zifrutted wito the Kingdom of God in-

deed, he mulft have recourie to the old Qriginals ;

he muft deink deep of all Fewifh and Rabbinical
Learning, to know the Senfe of the Old Tefta-
o fent,
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ment, and deeper flill of the Writings of Primi-
tive Fathers and Commentators, of ancient Apo-
logifts and Hiftorians, to be tlnou shly acquain-

ced with the New, For if, in the A Apottles

Days, when much of the Scripturc was not
written, and God was pleas'd to inftruct Men by
Miracles, St. Paul requires Trmothy not te negleét 1 Tim. 4.
the Gift that was m him, but to give diligeirce to Reu-13» 14
ding and Meditation, and other proper means of
Improvement, and from a deep confideration ot

the weight of his Ofhice, cries out with a kind

of Altonithment, who is fufficient for thefe things 2 2 Cor. 2.
Much more is fuch Reading and Mcditation 19
neceflary for us, who have none of our natural
Defetts fupply'd by miraculous Inftitution, and

yet the Burthen of our Ecclefiaftical Employment

not at all diminifh’d.

To inftance but in onc branch of this Employ- -
ment, the Office I am now upon, the Preaching |
and rlght expounding of thc Word of God
What clearnels of Underftanding, and {oundnefs
of Judgment, and quicknefs of Invention; what [
coolnefs of Thought, and calmnefs of Mind, {
and clearnefs of Expreflion ; what variety of
Eloquence, and feries of Study, and depth of |
Learnmg, together with the things that arc lack-
ing daily, ﬁrexlgtn_gf_ _\Lq;_gg and fhength of Con-1 [Fim. 3.
ftitution 1s not requir'd, to make onc a Murkmai
hevein timt needs not to be a%mzz d, and that knows hyw
t0 behave himfelf in the Hazzﬁ’ of God ! He muft re- .
prove Vice, and recommend Virtue ; he mnit
confute Errors, and mnftill good Principles; he
muft adminifter Comfort; and dencunce Judg-
ments ; he muft, in fhort, accommodate himfclf
to all Conchtmns and Cdpautles and in his Dif- 1 ©0-9-
courles becorme all things to all Meir, thas be may by o

ail means Jave fome: And believe me, my Brethren,
tv become all things to @l Men, by ealy Truths ro
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inform the Ignorant, and by highcr Notions to
inftruct the Strong ; by Promifes to revive mour-
ning Penitents, by Counfel to fettle doubtful
Minds, by Exhortations to quicken the Negli-
gent, and by Reproofs to check and controul the

Bold ; 1m 2 Word, to move the Paffions, and
conduét the Reafon, and deferibe the Temper,
and fet every Man’s Piture, as 1t were, betore
his own Eycs ; and to do all this by Dedué&ions
from Scripture, 1n a clear Method, and elegant

. Stile, and fouid Speech that caiiot be veprov’d ; with

all Sertoufnels and Gravity, and an happy mix-
ture of Fervor and Pity, of Vehemence and
Love, ot Bolducfs and Infinuation, as Occafion
requires : 1 fay, to be able to do all this well,
rcquires 2 narrow {earch into Scripture, an ear-
neft thirlt after Knowledge, and the compafs
and labour of our whole Lives to attain.

I am very well aware that fome, of all deno-~
minations, have found out a thorter way to qua-
lity them{clves forthis Office ; fome by the help

" of new Light, and fome by a Light borrow’d
.. from others ; and the {eeming cafinefs of the

thing has encourag’d too many Parents, Ifear, it
they had but one Son in the Family more fupid
or mote decrepid than ordinary, to run him imme-
diately into the Service of the Church. How
the Reverend the Bifhops, to whom the Miniftra-
tron of Ordersis committed, can anfwer to their
Confcicnces, their confenting to this Abunfc, I
cannot fec; only I may be allow'd to-make this
one Reflection trom the whole, that Tgnorance,
which in other People 1s fome Reproach, is in
a Clergyman a meer Soleciim, a crying Sin, and
a kind of Apoftacy from his Profeflion ; for becanfe
thow baft vejelfed Knowledge, I will alfo vejelt thee,
that thou fhalt be no Pricft to me, {ays God, by the
NMouth of his Prophet Hifea 4. 6.
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The ufe that T would make of this Argument
1§ s that fince the Bufinefs of knowing and
expounding the Scriptures 1s found to require fo
nuch Learning and Application 1n the Clergy ;

the Laity, how quickfighted {ocver in other At-

fairs, ought not to think it any difparagement,
that they are not accounted {ufficient Judges in
a Matter wherein they expend {o little of their
time; nor any affront to their Faculties, that they
are prefsd to take with them the affiftance of
Spiritual Perfons, who are appointed to this very

thing, viz. to co-operate with the Spivit aind Reve- ;]

i

-

“on
‘\1’\

I\H?n

Jation in the Riowledge of God, that the Eyes of their 17, 3
N\
o

Uiider ffanding being enlighten’d, they may kiow what 13
the bope of Chrift's calling, and what the Riches of the
Glory of his Liberitaice in the Smmts, Thisis, §
{ay, what they muft not take amifs, fince ’tis the
only method that can conduce to the good Ordet
and Unity of the Church, and their own private
Peace and Security.

“ But why fhould we concern ourfelves, {ay
“ fome, with the Order of the Church, which
“ Chrift himfelt lays {o little ftrefs upoa it
“ Why fhould we be muzl’d and hudwink'd to
aggrandize a fet of Teachers 2 Why fhould
we profefs as other Men do ; or keep our Sen-
timents burning in our Breafts, for the fake of

i
{4
44

4

“ goad us on to divulge them ? This is incon-
“ fiftent with our f{piritual Freedom, and the
“ way to eftablifh Stupidity as a Law.

Never fnch a Call was invented by a Chriftian
Pithop to Atheifts, and Deifts, and Hereticks,
and SeQaries of all kinds, to come and pubhih
their impious Opinions freely, without Fear,
and without Controul, for Conlcience 1s every
ones pretence)~ it is always at handl a common

ftalking Horfe to cover our Deligns, and nlher -
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Uniformity, when our Con{cicnces urge and (!
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ito the World the moft abominable DoGrines
that ever yet faw the Light. I cannot but obferve
however, that they who advance thefe Pofitions,
and arc willing to leave Men in the Hand of
therr own Counfel (if they do it not to eale
themfelves of Trouble, which one would be apt
to {ufpect) they cannot avoid the Imputation of
giving great Licence to Conceit and Bigotry ;
and (what they leaft of all would have us to
fufpe&) of conftituting numberlefs Infallibilitics at
Young’s ONCE; for Fe that eftablifles private Fudgment for a
Sermon  guide 1n Religion, in effelt, fets up fo many Popes 1
w2 po38ethe World, az theve are Men of affuming Dnogina-
tions. . (el oGt ﬁﬁh* wee ffa SHa s P
.. i The Churdh of England, my Brethren, detelts
| the Calumny of blinding the Eyes, or trampling
upon the Confciences of her Children; fhe fub-
mits her Principles to the Examination of any,
and 1s never better pleas’d, than when Learning
and Knowledge, and Ingenuity are brought to

e
.

=

N S~ . .
!- - the {earch; fhe avoids not the Light, becaufe
< pet *“/“’ fhe knows her Dottrines are not Evil.  But when
r i 4
/" feys— OCe Men have approvd and embrac’d her Com-

i - 4 munion, fhe conccives there is fomething then
Falakt due to her Authority. The unlearn’d, and thofe
»~ = /= whofe Capacitics are very mean and low, fhe
NNt ) jsgpconhiders as in the Condition of Children ; and
$ /=¥ “feto prevent their being a Prey to Seducers, com-
. ;-,p ~-mits them to the guidance ot others, who are
iy e 5 charg'd with their Souls, and by whofe Faulr if
-, they are led aftray, God will not impute the
- j,’/fﬂ'f?(’i Enormity to them ; becaunfe, in the default of
- . Jn/ theirown Capacities, they took the beft Method
| . that was dire@ted themMand a Method of his
" own Inftitution) to come to the Knowledge of
v - the Truth, Thofe of better Judgments and
Y igree ;Capacities, fhe no where hinders from {tudy-
1% the Scriptures ; fthe has no reafon to dread
”‘f, :
;
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their Sagacity or nicelt Scrutiny ; and therefore
fhe exhorts, fhe mntreats themto try her by that
great Rule of Faith; but then fhe thinks it
unreafonable, that her Peace and Tranquility
thould be daily difturb’d, by thofe that afe& to -
be accounted Difputers of this World, and take hx
pleafure in ftarting Opinions contrary to foond 1™
Do&rine ; becanfe fhe 1s very well affur'd that A
no real Edification can proceed from thence ; -
but much, "very moch of Eunvy and Strife,-and -
Railing, and evil Surmifes. And therefore not on- | 'ffim. 6,
ly fhe, but the Spirit of God likewife gives us g, <A
this Admonition, to mark thofe that love Sin- . NN
gularity, and forfake the good old Path; that % |
pervert the Foim of found IWords, that diverfify N
the Faith, and bring in Herefies, and caufe Divi- Ront. 16,
froizs among [t w3, and to avoid them. el

And indeed, my Brethren, I cannot but ima- \ﬁ)
gine, that the very Newnefs and Singularity of ™
fuch Men’s Qpintons, 1s no fmall Obje&ion L
againft them; and what they call Reafon and .
Confcience, and otlier inducements for publifh~ .
ing them, is very often nothing elfe, but Vanity,
and Pride, and Wiltulnefs crept into the Charr. \'i\iﬁb
Ivery well remember Socinss, thdt eminent ftar- v ¢
ter of Novelties, in his Introdu&ion to hisCom- |} ¢
mentaries upon St. Foby, has thefe remarkable 1 &
Words, * 75?&'6‘ are indoubtedly many Truths, and -
perhaps more than any one believes or imagines, inye= &
Ipeét of which the whole. Chriftian Werld bas becw ~ ~
hitherto quite Blind and Iginorant. 1 have not time g .

)
9

r
T

to confider what an exa& Conformity there is
betiwveen this afluming Speech, and anothergreat
Man’s IntroduGion to a Work of lefs bulkand &\
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¥ Multa funt profeltd in gueibus Chriftianus orbis adbuc ca- I\Q |
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confideration, whercin he tawnes us with a grofs
Tenorance of the true Signification of feveral
W ords, the molt cbvious, and the mofi m ule.
But I cannot but obferve that it {feems a little
ftrange, how the whole Chriftian World, for fo
long a time, came to be ignorant of fome im-
portant Truths, which are now made the mat-

ter of his Revelation ; ; why the firft Eltablifhers

of the Church, and Afferters of the Chriftian
Caufe, Men feparated by the Holy Gloff, and dil-
tinguifh’d by :.111 the Gifts of God both gra-

+ . cious and miraculous, fhould believe and teach
- that Authority was ipherent in the Church; that
Learning was requifite in her Munifters ; that
Order, Rulc and Uniformity were her Orna-
meits and Support; and deliver it as a flanding
Y.aw, that we thould keep the Uniiy of the Spivit i

the bond of Peace: And that all this fhenld be
reverfed now, and we be taught backwards, that
thele are anwartantable Claims, unneceﬂaly
things, Trifles, Dreams, Inveutions of Men; and
that Cofeicnce and Sincerity (be the Confufion never
» {o great they cccafion in the Church) wil
d ﬂ?fu.f:"f all.

It muft needs be acknowledg'd, that there 1S
more conviction in fuch a Cloud of Witnefles; and
that the general confent of the' Church prepon-
derates any private Opinion, be it never {o great
and popular ; and therefore (to bring the whole
now to 2 Conclufion) I muft intreat you to con
fider well the Doflrine which you have veceiv'd, and
whereiiz you fard 5 and guard yourfelves there-
with, ‘agaiilt any Innovations of Men, that

Rom. 16 With good Words aiid fuir Speeches endeaviur-io decerve
184~ the Hearts of the Siiuple. 'They may pretend t0
© ' emdneipate your Judgments, and fct your Con-
{ciences free trom Captivity ; ro feat yourabove
the reach of vulgar Errors, make you-wifer than

- . s : : Lo o ' }'Our
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rour Teachers, and retvieve the wmdmcc of your
Souls into vour own Hands ; whereds in reality
they are, all the while, but fowmﬁ i1 your NMinds
the Seeds of Pride and Vanity, and Oftentation ; ;
{eteing up in your Confeiences Cities of Retwc,
for Pragmaticaline(s to flec to; making you there-
by their Inftruments, to difirad the Chrrch of
Chrilt ; and then pufhing you off to Sea, toa
rocky and tempeftuous Sca, without a Pilot to
condu& you; without a Pilot, whofe Bufinefs it
is £ teaciy _you what Rocks you niuft dvoid,
what Courft you muft fteer, what Star you mufl
have in your Eye, what Compafs you muft ob-
{erve, which Winds, and what Gales you muit
expect and pray for, if ever you wow'd arrive at
the happy Port of a joyful Etcrnity. Come not
¢ theretore 1nto thetr Secret, my dearly be-
loved in the Lord, unto their Aflembly be not ye
inited. The Wounds of the Church do bleed,
and look ghaftly enough already; hive ye no
Hand in making them worle. But if there be aiy |
Coisfolaticir in Chiift, if any Comfori of Live, if aily,
Eellowhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mevcles ;
Julfil ye her Foy, that ye be likeminded, having the
Jame Love, betig of oie Accord, and of one Mind.
Thefe laft Words of the Apoftle (for now I
have lefr my Congregation and am returning to
your Lordfhip) thefe lalt Words of the Apaﬁle,
[{ay, have fomething fo prefling and empbatical
1n them, that I cannot but think he 1§ laying
much mote ftrefs upon Unity and Order among
Chriftians, than your Lordfhip is willing to
*conceive ; and is far, very far from allowing  p, 4-9,
every one to chufe what Form of Do&rine, or
Form of Worthip his Confeience or his Caprice
(for ’tis hard fometimes to diftinguifli them)
thall think fir to fugeelt. And theréfore I muft
mtreat your Lotdthip to review once more what
F 2 you

hil, 2. 14
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volt have wtitteti of late,and to confider with yout-
{clf, whether this Caution of the {fame Apoftle

ought not to be fome {top and hindrance to your
farther procedure in fo dangerous an Affair. Take

. heed, Ieft by any meais this Liberty of yours become a

Stumbling-block to them that are weak ; for when ye

fin fo againft the Brethren, aid wound their Confciences,

ye fin againft Chrift.

Chrift, indeed, and the firft Plantets of the
Gofpel, in deftroying the Idolatry and evil Prac-
tices of the World, gave great Offence. Qur
firlt Reformers, in renouncing the Errors and
Ulurpations of the Church of Rome, gave great
Oftence. The Lord Bithop of Bangor, in oppo-
fing the prefent Corruptions of the Church of
England, gives great Offence likewife ; but he
needs not be much concern’d at that, if he can
but (like thefe his Examples) thew good and
fufficient Reafons for fo doing. Speak it out then,
my Lord, and let the World know, if there real-
ly are fuch Corruptions in the Church of England
as want a Reformation : if you are diffatished,
with her Communion, in the Name of God ac-
knowledge, that your contrary Declarations were
but 2 Copy of your Countenance, and that it
was Intereit that all along guided your, Hand.in
making your Subfcriptions. Wherein fhe hath.

forfakeiz ber firft Love, wherein fhe hath departed

from the Truth, we callupon you to declare un-
tous; and promife you withal, that if your
Dilcoveries prove true, and your Scheme of
Amendments rational, Hand fhall join with
Hand to bring about fo good a Work ; but till
{uch Difcoveries are made, your Lordfhip ought
to.be extremely cautious how you draw Men in-
to a contempt of things that are fettled.

Every one, my Lord, hasnot your Talent of

alcertaining the true fignification of Words, and
therefore
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therefore when Men {ee your Lordthip’s Nowfenfe,

Dreaws, Trifles,; Niceties, and other fuch like -

Terms of Diminution apply’d to Authority, Or-
der and Succeffion in the Chriftian Church ; may
not they be tempted to take thefe Words 1n thest
Origiinal meanmg ? and then finding you exprefs fo
flight a Concern for religious Ordinances, May :
ot the Confeieiices of thefe that are weak be embolden’d 1 Cor- 3
to dothe fame ¢ dndthio’ your Kinowledge fhallyous weak > 3+«
Brother perifh, for whom Chrift died ? *Tis certain

that the Opinion which the World has conceivd
of your Lordfhip’s great Knowledge, makes your
Examplc, in thisregard, but too influential ; and
not only the Weak and Illiterate, but the boldeft
Defpifers of our Holy Funétion have, upon this
Occafion, re-aflum’d their Courage, and areplay- '

.
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ing their Artillery upon us where-ever we go, & - 4

'Thatevery one hasa right to chufe what Religion

he pleafes, and in this Matter is to be gnided by . -~

his Confcience only ; that the Eftablilhd Church
1s no better than another, and the danger of !
Schifm ali voided now by the A& of Toleration; . .
that the Communion of Saints is no Asticle of
Faith, and the Civil Authority has no Power to
inforce it ; that all Articles and Canons, in fthort, . °
and Sublcriptions_thereunto, are grofs Impofi-
tionsy and what ought not_to fetter free-born

M ; chat your Logibip's Order is deeive,
b

o —— - -

in Point of Succeffior) and a Presbyterian Coi- (\zj‘
Jecration much of the fame validity with yours$"

that @ Pifhop’s Benedictions, a Bifhops Abfolu- 7=
'tiofis, 4 Bifhop’s Denunciations are all Cantand ¢° ™

I - W
ol . ™

Mummicry, and “ bave inthing to do with the Fa- Vide Pie-
it or Auger of God; and that we, who ferve /e - 64
under you, are obnoxious Incumbrances to the
State, and now, that the Scriptures are fo eafy
that every Man may be a Minifter to his own
Family, may very conveniently be Jaid afide:
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Thefe are fome of the Darts that are every where
thot at us, and when we go about to repell them
with any thing of our own, we are immediately
confronted with your Lordﬂnp s Authority.
You are the only Perfon of * uclle and extei-
““ five Priiciples, our Notions run grovling all in
the common Track, and are defpicable: You
have ro Interelt to bribe you ia your Sentiments,
we are Swirzers all, and fight for Pay; Pride and
Preferments have ccnmptcd our Judgments, and
therefore what we {ay pailes for nodnn ; your
nice Diltinétions, and well-guarded Wmds and

unanfwerable Syllogi{ms are topt upon us at eve-

ry turn, and thelc with a orcat deal of Noile

and Lau chter (2 good Supplement to a bad
Argumenr) bear all before them, and gncthe i1~

folent Free-thinker, full of hunﬁ.f and full of
‘Thanks to you tor your Affiftance, a compleat
Triumph over us fitle Mei in Black. . Nay,

molt of the Schifmaticks amonglt us (and it
Schifm be a Sin, my Lord, we ought ot to bid

them God-fpecd ;  for e that biddeth them Ged-

2 Jono 1o fpeed d5 partater of their evil Deeds) moft of
H. the Schifmaticks, I fay, begin, Lipon this Occa-
fion, to look big again; are reviving their anci-

ent Clamours aga: 11& Liturgies and Ccremomes

and ‘handing about their feveral Schedules of

what they want to be reform’d, before they will
condefcend to a Comprebenfion. They glory n

_ vou; as one whofe Heart is with them, however .
Emoluments may keep you with us ; they cxtol

you to the - Skies; they write 1n your Defence ;

~ and for the Injuries you have {uftain’d in ferving
theif Caule, fhou 'd, no doubt (but that they are

a little apt to prove mngrateful) bequeath you

good Legacies, when they come todie. Pity it

1S, 11y I_ord that you fhould defpife the Honout

whzch vou may jultly call yeur own, an Honour

C. arifing
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avifing from the Digaity of your Office and high Sta-
tion 3 an Honour, which every worthy Prelate, that
adheres fixt to his Purpole ot ferving the Intereft of
the belt of Churches, to the beftof his Ability, is {ure
to have attending bim 5 for the forry Applaufesof a
glavering Yarty, that have Oyl 7 the Morths, but in
their Harts Poyfon.  They hate a Mitre, my Lotd,
with an 1irreconcileable Hatred; and 1t once they
come into the Pofleflion of the Capitol, will be fure
to throw down upon you, not only their Bracelets for
“the reward of your Surrender.

Pity it s, that{o greata Gensas your Lordfhip’s
fhould be {quander’d away in wrangling and difputing;
i deviitng Sophifims, and arttul Solutions, and cun-
ningly pofting your caurionary Words, whereby, when
you have run into a Poftiion that is not fo tenable,
you may wriggle yourlelf out again like a Cork
Screw ;

' Only to fhew with how fmall Pain,

The Wounds of Faith are cin’d again

Altla” by wocfud Proof e find,

They alivays leave a Scar bebind,
Chopping of Logickat yourYears, and fighting Prizes
in Divimty 1 your Station (for “us an Apoftolick
Rule a Bifhop fhould be no Stizker)1s not an Employ-
ment fo commendable, in my Opinion 5 as would be
the cultivating many other Subjets, whercin your
unconuon Abilities wou’d gain an immortal Honour
in the Republick of learning; as would be your

confuting {uch wrrely Talkers, and vain Revilers of Re- Tip. 1,10,

ligion, as now think they have found a Shelter in your
Lordfhip’s Writings 5 as would be (let me {peak 1t
{erioufly, my Lord) that great and daily labour of a

Bifhop, the Care of all _fj.‘f Churches, whereof the Holy
Gloft hus made you Overfecry and which Chrift bas prichas’d 38,

]: Tlmn ?]tl' o
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2 Cor. 11. Qf"}‘*

with Lis owi: flood.  Pity. it is that you have neglected Adls. 12, ~-
your own praper Sphere to fhine in; burt that cannot 23.

be help’d now. Qur only prefent Concern is, that
vour Lordfhip’s Moderation and Sclf-denial, which
have been {o long kzorwn unto all Men, fhou’d {ufrer in
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tus Difpute, “and come at laft to be call’d inqueltion
that Men fhould have it in their Power to fay,---your
Lozdfhip, who always lovid to live in Peace, and
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dreaded the Seas of Contention, cou’d have never
been prevail'd upon, contrary to your Inchination, to

lanch your lirtle Boat at firft; and with 1t outbrave

the {wellmg Surges 5 but for the help of a certam

Star in the Northern Hemufphere, very Llenefi-

cial to fkilful Mariners, and of benign Influence,

when vertically under it,  T'hat they fhould have 1t

to {ay---your Lord{hip, who us'd formerly to be calm
and widifturb’d i your Arguings, Juft as if you had
been at Prayers; has now loft that happy Temper,
and is fallea into the fame Prathce which you fo
much condemn in others; the fame bitternefs of
Speech, the fame Calumny and Upbraidings, the
{ame perverting of Words, and improving of Faults;
and under the {emblance of Pitying, and Praying for,
and comnplaming ot your Adverfaries, wotfe and more
refin’'d Rancour and Revenpe. And therefore, my
Lord, if not for the {ake of our common Religion,
which has {uffer’d too much in the courle of this
Controver{y ; 1t not for the {ake of our common Mo-
ther the Church, which 1s wounded and crucified eve-
ry Day by thefe Divifions; if not for the fake of
your Brethren the Clergy, who have Infirmities
enough, God knows, of their own, and need no ad-
ditional weight to pull them down : yet, at leaft, in
tendernefls to your own Reputation, which you feem
now to be raifing but upon 1 fandy Foundation ; m
tendernels to your ChrifttanTemper of Mind, whichis
lofing all its Meeknels now, and begins to be ih-
flam’d and grow angey thro’ the Fire of Contention;
and what 1s more tﬂian all, in tendernefs to your own
Soul, which by your cafting a Stumbling-block before
others, and emboldening them to defpife the Ordi-
nances of God, may contrat gredt and grievous
Guilt 5 this affe@ation of *Singularity, this love of

1 Tim. 6. Wrangling, this doaring about Qtﬁ}?ﬂs and Strifes of

Words, whercof cometh Envy, Railings, and exil Surmifes s
give it over, my Lord; and hear what the Spirit {ays
unto the Angel of the Church of Epbefns, Iknow thy

Rev. 2. 2, Works, and thy Labour, and thy Patience, and Fow thox

can’ft not bear them which are evil s but T bave ﬁmzewhat
azanft thee, becanfe thon haft left thy firft Love 5 vomember
thercfore from whence thou art fallen, and vepent and do the
_](1?]11 ;ﬁli‘.{{;‘ﬁ s RS

- ¥ am, my Lord, &
‘ et i v .




